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INTRODUCTION. 
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HE  Author  having  read  a  great  deal, 


and  feen  fomething,  of  the  Virtues  of 
Plants  of  our8  own  Growth,  intends  here,  to 

f  0  *  j*.  -  • 

the  beft  of  his  abilities,  to  be  ufeful :  re¬ 


counting  all  that  is  juftly  attributed  to  thefe 
Plants  by  refpefted  Authors ;  and  confirming, 

by  authentic  cafes,  whatever  has  been  repeated 

*  *  » 

within  his  own  experience. 


Having  lately  written  a  Hiftory  of  the  Britilh 
Plants  in  a  fuccinft  manner,  and  in  the  Latin 


language  ;  intended  principally  for  the  ufe  of 

A  3  Phyficians, 


vi 


1NTR  O  D  UCTION. 


Phyficians,  he  propofes  here  to  deliver  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  their  Virtues,  and  Rules  for  admi- 
niftering  them  ;  fitted  for  general  fervice,  and 
in  our  own  tongue  s  and  to  lay -down -the  whole 
more  at  large,  than  was  needful  to  thofe  who 
were  already  acquainted  with  the  praftice  of 
Phyfic. 

The  firfl:  care  will  be  to  acquaint  the 
Reader  perfedlly  with  the  Plant  that  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  be  ufed  :  and  to  prevent  all  occafion 
of  error,  a  Figure  and  Hiftory  will  be  given, 
not  only  of  the  right  kind,  but  of  all  others 
of  the  fame  Name,  and  general  Nature  ;  which 
might  be  miftaken  for  it ;  tho’  'they  have  no 
particular  virtue,  or  perhaps  ;have  even  contrary 
qualities. 
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Next,  the  Difeafe  -in  which  the  Herb,  thus 

known  with  certainty,  may  be  ferviceable,  will 
be  fo  explained,  that  all  error  in  that  article 
may  be  alfo  avoided. 
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And  the  laft  care  will  be  to  direct  in  what 
manner  the  falutary  Plant  may  beft  be  ufed  in 
families. 

,,  ,  \ 

\  \  l  ,  •  • 

Befide  the  Englifh  Name  of  every  Hefb, 
there  is  given  the  Latin  one  :  and  this,  it  is 
earneftly  recommended  to  all  perfons,  to  accuf- 
tom  themfelves  to  ufe.  There  is  great  and  va¬ 
luable  knowledge  eafily  to  be  acquired  on  this 
fubjedl;  and  it  fhould  be  propagated  univerfally : 
but  this  way  alone  that  can  be  done. 

.  ■  ,  f 
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The  Englifh  Names  of  Herbs  are  equivocal ; 
the  fame  word  is  often  ufed  by  our  authors  as  a 
Name  for  many  different  Plants :  but  in  the  La¬ 
tin  all  is  certain.  As  our  own  Names  can  be 
only  underftood  in  our  own  country ;  when  we 
ufe  a  Latin  one  the  whole  world  knows  what 
we  fpeak  of :  and  by  the  arrangement  here, 
(when  the  Tables  of  Method  relating  to  the 
whole  are  published,)  as  all  Plants  of  a  like 
kind  are  placed  together,  and. their  diftinguifhing 
charadters  are  given,  any  will  be  found  with  eafe. 

A  4  Lungwort 
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Lungwort  is  equally  the  Englifh  Name  of 
a  kind  of  Hawkweed ,•  of  a  fort  of  Mofs,  and  of 
a  Plant  approaching  to  the  nature  of  Hound's- 
tongue :  now  when  an  Herb  is  directed  under 
that  Name,  no  one  can  tell  which  of  all  thefe 
is  meant.  In  Latin  their  Names  are  as  different 
as  their  Nature  and  in  ufing  thofe,  there  can 
be  no  miftake.  A  thoufand  inftances  of  like 
kind  might  be  produced  :  but  one  is  as  good  as 
a  thoufand. 

It  will  be  happy,  if,  by  the  fame  means,  the 
knowledge  of  Plants  alfo  become  more  general. 
The  ftudy  of  them  is  pleafant ;  and  the  exercife 
of  it  healthful.  He  who  feeks  the  Herb  for 
his  cure  ;  will  often  find  it  half  effected  by  the 

.  I  ' 

walk  :  and  when  he  is  acquainted  with  the 
ufeful  kinds,  he  may  be  more  peoples,  befide 
his  own,  Phyfician. 

This  knowledge  is  not  to  be  fought  in  the 
old  Herbals ;  they  contain  but  a  fmall  part 

of 

«  *  * 

—  4  f  v  , 


INTRODUCTION. 


it 

of  it :  and  what  they  hold  is  locked  up  in 
obfcurity.  They  are  exceflive  in  their  praifes  : 
and  in  faying  too  much ;  they  fay  nothing. 
All  virtues  are,  in  a  manner,  attributed  to  all 
Plants  ;  and  ’tis  the  lkill  alone  of  a  Phyfician 
that  can  feparate,  (in  thofe  that  have  any)  which 
is  the  true.  Turn  to  the  Herbals  of  Gerard 
Parkinfon,  or  the  more  ancient  Turner,  and 
you  fhall  find,  in  many  inflances,  virtues  of  the 
moft  exalted  kind  related  of  Herbs,  which,  if 
you  were  to  eat  daily  as  fallads,  would  caufe  no 
alteration  in  the  body. 

But  we  are  not  to  conclude  from  this,  that 
Herbs  do  not  poflefs  real  virtues.  Very  many 
of  them  do ;  and  of  kinds  fo  eminent,  that  phy- 
fic  would  be  but  a  poor  art  without  them.  To 
diftinguifh  thefe,and  to  teach  perfons  not  bred  to 
phyfic  how  to  apply  them,  is  the  good  intended 
in  this  Publication  :  and  even  beyond  the  bounds 
of  written  leffons,  fuch  opportunities,  as  the 
Author  of  it  has  to  promote  this  purpofed 
utility,  will  never  be  withheld  from  any. 


If 
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If  any  one  entertains  a  doubt  concerning  the 
Plant  he  would  ufe,  after  comparing  it  with 
the  Figure  and  Defcription,  the  Gardener  at 
Bayfwater  ftiall  give  a  fample  of  it,  for 
afhing  :  and  all  Perfons  may  command  the  far-* 

t  ...  <  ■  ■  f  9  •  i  \  ' 

ther  Opinion  and  Diredions  of  the  Author  when 
they  pleafe. 
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HERBS 

Which  have  a  radiated  Flower ;  growing 

in  a  divided  Cup. 

'  /  . 


i.  O  T  H  O  N  N  A. 

S  E  G  G  R  O  M. 

Plate  i. 

The  Cup  is  deeply  divided,  into  a  number  of 

long,  flat  Teeth. 


i.OTHON- 
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i.  OTHONNA  1NTEGRIFOLI  A, 
MOUNTAIN  RAGWORT. 

*  -v  ^ 

c'  '  «T 

Plate  i.  Fig.  i. 

The  Leaves  are  undivided. 

This  is  a  Weed  of  our  high  Pafture  Grounds; 
but  not  common:  it  fcarce  exceeds  eight  Inches 
in  height ;  but  it  grows  upright  ;  and  has  no 

Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  pale,  thick,  and  downy. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  light  yellow ;  they 

grow  in  a  Clufter  at  the  Top  of  the  Stalk,  and 
.  '  .*  >  ’ 
have  a  Circle  of  narrow  Leaves  under  them. 

They  blow  in  July. 

Befide  the  Virtues  which  are  known  in  Plants; 
it  will  be  ufeful  to  give  Cautions  of  their  Danger. 
Careful  farmers  fay  this  hurts  their  fheep  :  that 
their  wool  grows  loofe  on  eating  it.  Taken  in¬ 
wardly  it  is  an  acrid,  and  a  dangerous  purge.  There 
is  a  kind,  fcarce  differing  from  this,  which  mani- 
fefts  the  fame  ill  qualities,  in  Switzerland. 

We 


i 
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We  have  in  this,  and  the  fucceeding  Plant, 
a  striking  inftance  of  the  value  of  Latin  namea. 
Othonna,  or  Cineraria,  belongs  to  both  thefe ; 
and  each  has,  under  thefe  names,  a  juft  diftindtion 
by  its  fecond  term  j  the  one  by  Integrifolia,  and 
the  other  by  Paluftris.  The  name  Othonna  be¬ 
longs  to  no  Britifli  Plant  befide  thefe  two  ;  and 
will  be  underftood,  not  only  here,  but  in  all 
nations  :  Whereas  the  Term  Seggrom,  which 
is  diftin&ly  and  truly  the  name  of  thefe  Plants, 
is  in  our  language  applied  alfo  to  the  common 
Ragwort,  an  Herb  of  our  Failures,  and  to 
Groundfell,  a  Weed  of  our  Gardens :  and,  to  en~ 
creafe  the  confufion,  it  is,  in  common  fpeaking, 
not  given  to  either  of  thefe  two  for  cuftom  calls 
one  of  thefe  Ragwort,  and  the  other  Fleabane, 

t  ^ 

Many  words  would  be  needful  to  explain  thefe 
equivocal  expreffions,  if  uled  in  diredling  the 
Plants  for  Medicine  ;  and  perhaps,  after  all,  it 
would  not  be  done  well :  but  the  Latin  name 
removes  all  doubt  at  once  :  it  belongs  to  nothing 
elfe,  and  it  is  known  univerfally  5  nor  will  any 

r  future 
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future  innovation,  however  fupported,  change 
it  in  the  judicious  mind ;  or  prevent  the  Plant's 
being  diftin&ly  and  perfedlly  known,  by  all 
perfons,  under  this  denomination. 

2.  OTHONNA  PALUSTRIS. 
MARSH  FLEABANE. 


Plate  j.  Fig.  2, 
The  Leaves  are  deeply  cut. 


This  is  an  inhabitant  of  our  marfhes,  toward 
the  fea  :  a  perennial  Plant. 

It  grows  to  a  Yard  high,  but  with  few 
Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  frefh  green  $  very  finooth, 
and  delicate. 

The  Flowers  are  yellow,  large,  an$  not  unr? 
handfome. 

*  5 

They  blow  in  Auguffi. 
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Its  qualities  too  much  referable  thofe  of  the 

preceding 
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preceding  kind.  Cattle,  brought  from  other 

places,  into  fome  lands  belonging  to  myfelf,  near 
Whitlefea,  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  have  fallen  into 

•  *  •  i  .  • 

difeafes  on  eating  it :  Thofe  bred  where  it  grows 
are  obferved  not  to  touch  it. 
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HERBS 
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Which  have  a  radiated  Flower,  growing 
in  a  Cup,  formed  pf  one  row  of 
diftindt  Scales. 


i.  B  I  D  E  N  S. 

HEMP  AGRIMONY. 

Plate  2. 

The  Scales  which  compofe  the  Cup  are  hollowed, 

x.  BIDENS  CERNUA. 
DROOPING  HEMP  AGRIMONY. 

Plate  2.  Fig,  I. 

The  Leaves  embrace  the  Stalk  at  their  bafe. 

This 
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This  is  a  common  Plant  about  the  ditches  in 

Ireland  :  but  it  is  fcarce  with  us. 

t  \  '  ”*  ;  1  .*  •  ■  1  '  _ 

It  has  a  branching  reddilh  Stalk  of  about  two 
Feet  high. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep,  dull  green,  and 
fmooth. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  dead  yellow  :  they  hang 
their  heads  ;  but  the  Tufts  of  Seed  that  follow 
{land  upright. 

It  is  an  Annual ;  it  flowers  in  July,  and  lafts 
till  the  froft  kills  it. 

This  is  one  of  the  very  many  Britifli  Plants, 
concerning  the  Virtues  of  which  we  are  perfect¬ 
ly  ignorant.  No  one  has  yet  tried  it ;  but  there 
are  reafons  to  fuppofe  its  qualities  are  eminent. 
Cattle  are  not  fond  of  it.  This  often  is  a  mark 
of  great  medicinal  virtues;  as  well  as  fometimes 

of  mifchievous  powers. 

«  i  U  .  «.*  ~  »  v  i  lx.  •  I 

The  fmell  is  firong,  and  Angular  ;  the  tafle 

% 

is  fharp,  and  biting,  with  a  little  bitternefs. 
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There  is  a  Plant,  of  Ceylon,  called  Acmella. 
a  kind  of  Verbefina,  diftinguifhed  beyond  all 
things  in  the  cure  of  the  Gravel*  This  has  its 
very  tafte  and  fmell,  and  flavour  ;  and  Chymiftry 
has  fhewn  their  near  refemblance  .*  A  careful 
fucceffor  of  Nebelius  made  this  trial ;  and  ’tis 
pity  fome  one  has  not,  in  like  manner,  exa¬ 
mined  into  ife  qualities  in  medicine.  ’Tis  one 
of  the  Herbs  to  be  recommended  to  the  prac- 
tiling  Phylicians  ;  and  will  not  want  its  place 
among  thofe  hereafter  to  be  examined,  by  the 
Author  of  thefe  obfervations* 

If  there  could  want  more  proof  of  the  pro¬ 
priety,  nay  the  neceffity,  of  fpeaking  of  Plants 
under  their  Latin  names,  we  have  another  here 
before  us.  This  Herb  is  here  recommended  to 
the  pradtifers  of  phyfic,  for  trial,  in  a  great  and 
terrible,  and  yet  a  very  common  difeafe  :  now  if 
we  fhould  have  given  it  only  its  Englifh  name. 
Hemp  Agrimony,  that  is  alfo  the  name  of  the  herb 
Eupatorium,  a  Plant  as  different  from  this  as  two 
things  well  can  be  from  one  another ;  in  tafte, 
N°  I,  B 
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in  fmell,  and  virtues,  as  well  as  in  its  form  : 
for  this  other  Herb,  called  alfo  Hemp  Agri¬ 
mony  in  Englifh,  is  a  purge. 

i 
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Two  perfons,  in  two  places,  ufing  thofe  dif¬ 
ferent  Herbs  under  the  fame  name,  could  never 
confirm,  or  fo  much  as  believe,  each  other’s 
accounts  :  and  there  is  no  other  way  to  truth 
in  medicine,  but  by  thefe  mutual  trials  :  But 
when  we  call  the  Herb  by  its  difiindt  Latin 
name,  Bidens,  it  is  impoffible  this  error  fhould 
have  place ;  or  any  other,  when  we  apply  far¬ 
ther  to  its  fecond  name,  and  its  Defcription, 
and  Figure  here. 


2.  TUSSILAGO. 

'  •  *  _ 

COLTSFOOT. 

Plate  2. 

The  Scales  which  compofe  the  Cup  are  flat. 
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Common  Coltsfoot  . 
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t.  TUSSILAGO  FARFARA. 

COMMON  COLTSFOOT. 

Plate  2.  Fig.  2, 

The  Leaves  are  hearted. 

This  low  Herb  Spreads  its  Root  in  damp  and 
clayey  grounds;  from  which  the  flowers  rife  early 
in  Spring,  before  the  Leaves  appear ;  and  fade, 
and  are  quite  gone  by  that  time  thefe  have  at¬ 
tained  their  natural  fize  :  a  thing  that  looked  fo 
Angular  to  our  anceftors,  they  called  the  Plant, 
The  Son  before  the  Father . 

The  Stalk  is  about  feven  Inches  high,  leaflefs, 
but  hung  about  with  ikinny  films ;  and  on  its 
top  there  flands  only  one  Flower. 

The  Leaves,  which  are  in  their  perfection 
when  this  part  is  quite  gone,  are  roundifh,  and 

notched ;  as  broad  as  one’s  hand ;  of  a  pale 

*  m  \ 

green ;  white  and  downy  underneath ;  and  of 
a  tough,  firm  fubftance. 

B  2 


The 


r  20  ] 

The  Flower  is  lemon-coloured ;  and  large. 

The  Root  is  perennial ;  and  the  Leaves  are 
to  be  had  till  Winter.  Thefe  are  the  part 
which  contain  its  great  virtue  :  they  have 
a  foft  and  mucilaginous,  but  fomewhat  bitter 
tafte. 


They  are  good  in  the  Gravel,  and  Inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  Kidneys ;  but  their  great  virtue 
is  in  difeafes  of  the  Bread ;  in  Afthmas  par¬ 
ticularly  ;  and  in  Confumptions.  The  bed  way 
of  taking  Coltsfoot  is  in  decoction  ;  for  it  does 
not  fo  fully  or  well  communicate  its  virtues  to 
fpirit.  The  way  to  have  them  bed  of  all  for  ufe 
is  this : 

Clip  fmall  a  quantity  of  the  Leaves  frefh 
gathered ;  put  them  into  an  earthen  pipkin, 
and  pour  upon  them  as  much  boiling  water  as 
will  cover  them.  Let  this  dand  all  night.  In 

the  morning  boil  it  a  few  minutes;  and  put  in 

\ 

as  much  honey  as  will  fweeten  it.  A  half-pint 

bafin 
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bafin  of  this  fhould  be  drank  warm  three  times 

9 

a  day. 

'  ‘  7  ** 

The  patient  fhould  alfo  have  fome  of  the 

*  '  '  n  -*  * 

Leaves  dried  and  cut  fmall,  and  fmoke  them 

as  tobacco.  This  is  a  practice  as  old  as  the 

%  * 

time  of  the  Romans ;  and  prefent  experience 
fhews  it  right,  and  excellent. 

Few  things  will  do  fo  much  toward  curing 

a  Confumption,  as  Coltsfoot,  ufed  conflantly 

* 

thefe  two  ways. 

Here  let  us  flop  a  moment,  and  adore  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Providence  \  which  makes 
the  beft  things  the  moft  common !  The  Seg- 
groms,  which  can  do  only  mifchief,  are  found 
but  in  a  few  places  :  this,  fo  full  of  excellence, 
grows  at  our  doors  \  and  we  tread  it  every  where 
under  our  feet, 
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RADIATED  HERBS, 

WITH  A 

#  '  .  ‘  .  n  '  i 

i 

DOUBLE  CUP. 

,  i  •  '  ! 
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HERBS 

Which  have  a  radiated  Flower,  growing 
in  a  Cup,  compofed  of  two  Ranges 
of  Scales. 

.  "  ^  *  i  *  ■  ' 

■■■'■«  »  . .  —  ■  H 

i.  BELLI  S, 

DAISY, 

Plate  3, 

The  Cup  is  rounded,  and  its  Scales  are  equal. 

1.  BELL  IS 


I 


1 


J 
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\ 


[  23  ] 

■*  \  ' 

>■  '  '  \ 

* 

1  '  /  . 

1.  BELL  IS  PERENNIS. 

# 

LITTLE  DAISY. 

Plate  3. 

One  Flower  only  grows  upon  a  Stalk. 

This  is  the  univerfal  ornament  of  our  paftures ; 

w 

a  Perennial ;  flowering  all  the  Summer. 

Its  leaflefs  Stalk  is  three  Inches  high. 

The  Leaves,  which  grow  from  the  Root,  are 
oblong,  fmooth,  and  of  a  deep  green. 

.  # 

Its  Flowers,  in  their  wildeft  and  moft  Ample 
ftate,  are  very  pretty  by  their  mixture  of  red 
and  white;  but  when  the  gardener  beftows 
culture  on  them,  few  things  return  it  better  : 
we  fee  them  grow  double,  large,  full,  quilled, 
and  proliferous ;  young  Flowers  furrounding  the 
older. 

This  is  another  Herb  which  Nature  has  made 

B  4  common ; 
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common ;  becaufe  it  may  be  ufeful. — The  Daify 
has  great,  but  negleded  qualities  ;  worthy  of  a 
ferious  attention. 

Its  Leaves  contain  thefe  virtues.  Their  tafte  is 
that  of  Coltsfoot,  but  more  mucilaginous  ;  and 
without  its  bitternefs. 

It  is  excellent  againft  Hedic  Fevers ;  and  in¬ 
ternal  Inflammations,  of  whatever  kind;  and  in 
whichever  of  the  Vifcera. 

An  infufion  of  it  fhould  be  made  as  of  the 

„  * 

Coltsfoot,  and  juft  once  boiled.  It  fhould  then 
be  drank  in  the  fame  manner,  with  an  equal 

quantity  of  milk. 

/  ,  v 

AfTes  milk  has  ten  times  its  effed  if  this  he 
taken  with  it. 

2.  A  N  T  H  E  M  I  S. 
CHAMOMILE. 

Plate  4. 

The  Cup  is  rounded,  but  the  Scales  are  of 

unequal  length. 

1.  ANTHER 


I 
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i.  ANTHEMIS  NOBILIS. 
SWEET-SCENTED  CITAMOMILE, 

Plate  4.  Fig,  1. 

% 

The  Leaves  are  three  times  divided,  and  the 
divifions  are  narrow. 

This  fweet  Plant  grows  wild  with  us,  on 
damp  heaths,  and  by  waters ;  and  has  much 

1 

greater  virtues  there,  than  in  our  gardens. 

’Tis  a  Perennial,  fcarce  riling  five  or  fix 
Inches  from  the  ground. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep  green,  fragrant, 
and  cut  into  very  fine  divifions. 

The  Flowers  are  large  and  white. 

Nature  offers  them  to  us  fingle ;  and  in  that 
ftate  they  have  the  greateft  virtue ;  becaufe  thofe 
yellow  Threads  which  then  fill  their  center 
polfefs  it  highly  :  but  ’tis  the  unlucky  cuftom  of 
the  time  to  ufe  them  double  from  the  gardens. 

They  blow  in  July  and  Auguft. 

All  parts  of  this  excellent  Plant  are  full  of 

virtue. 


1 
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virtue.  The  Leaves,  given  in  infufion,  cure 
Colics ;  and  difpel  wind  from  the  Stomach  5  and 
are  excellent  againft  Indigeftion. 

The  Flowers  area  fine  and  noble  bitter.  Few 
things  are  equal  to  them  in  ftrengthening  the 
Stomach,  and  creating  an  appetite,  as  well  as 
afiifting  digeflion.  But  more  than  this,  they 
will  cure  Agues.  I  have  known  them  do  it 
after  the  Bark  has  failed. 

The  befl:  way  of  taking  the  Leaves  is  in 
a  ftrong  kind  of  Tea,  in  which  way  even 
that  Colic  which  attends  the  Gravel  yields  to 
them. 


When  given  to  ftrengthen  the  Stomach,  a 
Tea  made  flrong  of  the  fingle  Flowers  of  the 
Wild  Chamomile  is  befl: :  and  thofe  who  have 
not  made  it  from  fuch  Flowers  know  lefs  than 
half  its  virtue. 


For  Agues,  the  fame  kind  of  Flowers  fhould 
be  dried  and  powdered,  and  a  fcruple  taken 


1 


once 


[  27  ] 

-  •  1  '  -  t 

once  in  four  hours  j  and  this  repeated  for  four 

•days. 

An  oil,  diftilled  from  thefe  Flowers,  is  excel¬ 
lent  in  Colics ;  and,  what  is  very  lingular,  it  is 

/  * 

blue. 

2.  ANTHEMIS  COTULA. 
STINKING  MAYWEED. 

Plate  4.  Fig.  2. 

The  center  of  the  Flower  rifes,  and  the  divi- 
lions  of  the  Leaves  fwell  in  the  middle. 

I  ■  ‘  .  ’  »  •  V 

This  offenlive  Plant  is  common  in  plowed 
lands ;  an  annual  Weed,  that,  by  its  abundance, 
often  robs  the  crops  of  their  bell  nourishment. 

It  grows  to  a  Foot  high,  branched  and 
Ipreading. 

The  Stalk  is  ruddy. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep  and  blackilh  green, 
and  of  an  ill  fmell. 

The  Flowers  are  white,  with  a  high  yellow 

They 


dilk,  pointed  at  top 


They  blow  in  May  and  June* 

The  Flowers  have  the  fame  virtue  with  thofe 

i 

of  Chamomile,  but  in  a  very  inferior  degree, 
and  are  lefs  agreeable. 

The  Leaves  operate  by  urine,  and  fometimes 
by  ftool  j  but  both  ways  roughly  and  difagree- 
ably.  ’Tis  ftrange  that  Hoffman  thought  thefe 
Leaves  more  emollient  than  thofe  of  Chamo¬ 
mile.  Experience  fhews  otherwife. 

3.  ANTHEMIS  ARVENSIS, 
CORN  CHAMOMILE. 

-  *  -  •  '  '/  K  '  ‘  *  ■  -  J  -  S  . 

*  «,  : 

Plate  4.  Fig.  3. 

s.  1  '  *  .  •  ;  i  1  \  1  ■  • 

The  center  of  the  Flower  rifes  :  the  Leaves 
are  thin  like  hairs. 

This  is  the  commoneft  Weed  on  our  ditch 

banks. 

I  ’  •  t  s  •  •  .  (V 

It  grows  to  a  Foot  and  half  high  j  wild  and 

fpreading. 

•  The 
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The  Stalk  is  red  and  brittle. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  dead  pale  green. 

. 1  .  ,  \ 

The  Flowers  are  large,  and  white. 

They  blow  in  June,  and  lad  till  Winter  kills 

V  f  •  %  *  •  %  r  i  •  . 

the  Plant. 

The  qualities  are  thofe  of  the  fweet  Chamo¬ 
mile,  but  in  a  flight  degree. 

\ 

4.  ANTHEMIS  TINCTORIA. 

OXEYE  CHAMOMILE. 

Plate  4.  Fig.  4. 

The  Leaves  are  deep  cut,  and  their  parts  are 
dented. 

% 

This  is  a  Perennial,  native  only  of  our  nor- 

ft  .  T,  ^  f  i  1 

them  counties ;  but  there,  it  is  a  pafture  Weed, 
not  uncommon. 

The  Stalk  is  ruddy,  two  Foot  high,  and 
branchy. 

The  Leaves  are  glofly,  of  a  frefh,  pale  green, 
and  a  little  downy  underneath. 


The 
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The  Flowers  are  of  a  gold  yellow*  large,  and 
very  handfome. 

They  blow  in  June. 

The  Flowers  contain  the  virtue  of  the  Plant. 
They  promote  urine ;  and  have  often  cured  the 
Jaundice.  They  are  to  be  dried,  and  carefully 
powdered.  A  dram  is  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

i 

They  are  ufeful  alfo  in  manufacture  j  for  they 

afford  a  yellow  for  the  dyers. 

/ 

j.  ANTHEMIS  MARITIMA. 

» 

,  »  , 

SEA  CHAMOMILE. 

Plate  5. 

The  Leaves  are  thick  and  flefhy,  and  the 

Cups  are  downy. 

This  is  an  inhabitant  of  our  damp  grounds, 
toward  the  fea  ;  a  very  pretty  creeping  Plant. 

The  Stalk  is  crimfon,  branchy,  and  fix  Inches 
long;  but  it  fcarce  riles  from  the  ground. 


The 
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Sea  Cham  se  mile 


i 
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The  Leaves  are  of  a  frefh,  blueifli  green, 
and  dotted. 

n 

The  Flowers  are  fmall,  and  white,  with  a 
yellow  diflc. 

They  blow  in  June.  . 

Their  virtues  are  thofe  of  Chamomile;  but 
flight  and  trifling. 

Thofe  who  live  about  the  fea  coafts,  where 

> 

this  Plant  is  common,  ufe  an  infufion  of  the 
Flowers,  for  Agues ;  but  the  powder  of  the  right 
kind  is  far  better. 


HERBS 

Which  have  a  radiated  Flower,  growing 
in  a  Cup,  formed  of  many  ranges 
of  fcaly  Films. 

i.  INULA. 


/  I 
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t.  INULA. 

'  »  » 

ft  .  L  F  W  O  R  T. 

Plate  6. 

The  Cup  is  wide,  the  Sc’ales  (land  Ioofe,  and 
the  lower  range  is  leafy. 

1.  INULA  HELENIUM. 

t 

ELECAMPANE. 

Plate  6.  Fig.  1. 

The  Leaves  are  vail,  rugged,  long ;  and 
hoary  underneath. 

This  is  a  native  of  our  meadow  grounds'; 
and  from  its  virtues  is  become  common  in  our 
gardens. 

It  is  a  robuft  and  {lately  Plant ;  a  Perennial 
with  a  firm  and  a  handfome  appearance.  It 
grows  to  four  Foot  high. 

The  Stalk  is  thick,  ruddy,  and  branched 
;  a  little. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  dull,  faint  green. 

The  Flowers  are  large,  and  yellow. 

They  blow  in  July  and  Augufl. 

it 


Small  Heab  one . 


I 
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The  Root,  which  is  long  and  large,  corltaing 
the  virtues  of  the  Plant :  and  few  have  greater* 

'  r  "  “l  « 

It  has  a  fragrant,  very  agreeable  fmell,  and  a 
ipicy,  {harp,  and  fomewhat  bitterifh  tafte.  It 

t 

has  long  been  famous  for  the  cure  of  all  difeafes 
of  the  Bread: ;  and  it  has  alfo  great  virtues  in 
malignant  fevers  :  but  it  has  others  ;  and  thofe 

r  *  *•  V 

more  diftinguifhable  than  thefe  :  in  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  Stomach,  and  that  way  aflifting  digefti- 
on ;  not  in  the  manner  of  bitters,  but  as  a  warm, 
invigorating,  and  animating  medicine,  it  has 
not  its  equal :  and  it  cures  the  Chin- cough  in 
children,  when  all  elfe  fails., 

’Twece  vain  to  expert  thefe  virtues  in  the 

« •  * 

dried  Root,  fold  at  druggifts ;  which  has  been 
baked,  ground  in  a  mill,  and,  tho’  cheap  enough 
in  itfelf,  yet  mixed  with  flour,  to  make  it 
cheaper.  In  that  {bate  it  has  little  either  of 

t  9 

tafte,  fmell,  or  virtue.  The  garden  muft  fup- 
ply  it  frefh  to  thofe  who  would  know  its  teal 
value.  There,  as  it  rifes  freely  from  Nature, 

N°  I.  C  it 
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I 

It  is  full  of  all  thefe  excellent  qualities*  The 
tade  and  fmell,  compared  with  the  dry,  will 
abundantly  fhew  this,  before  we  feel  its  good 
Effects.  *  rS  i  rl 

The  way  of  taking  it  is  this : 

Slice  the  frefh  Root  thin  y  and  to  a  quarter  of 
a  pound  of  it  pour  three  pints  of  boiling  water. 
After  (landing  all  night,  boil  it  a  few  moments ; 

and,  when  cold,  drain  the  Liquor  off. 

/ 

i 

To  a  pint  of  this  add  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of 
mountain  wine  ;  if  ’tis  to  be  given  to  a  grown 
perfon  for  diforders  of  the  Stomach :  and  let  a 
full  wine  glafs  of  this  be  drank  three  times  a 
day. 

When  it  is  intended  for  the  Chin-cough, 
half  the  quantity  of  the  Root  will  be  fufficient. 
It  need  only  be  infufed,  not  boiled  :  and  in- 
dead  of  the  wine,  add  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
honey :  then  give  two  table-fpoonfuls  at  a  dofe, 
four  times  a  day. 

Nor 


0 


[  35  7 
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Nor  will  the  virtues  of  this  Root,  in  curing 

.  r  • 

this  kind  of  Cough,  appear  at  all  ftrange  to 
thofe  who,  pra&ifing  rational  phyfic,  trace  up 
difeafes  to  their  caufe. 

•  •  c  i 

The  Chin-cough  is  not  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
Coughs  which  follow  Colds ;  it  has  not  the 
fame  origin,  nor  is  it  feated  in  the  fame  place. 
A  tough  and  fourifh  phlegm,  lodged  on  the 
coats  of  the  Stomach,  and  adhering  to  them, 

is  the  caiife.  Nature  at  once  fhews  this  ; 

,  *  /  j  , 

and  points  out  the  way  to  the  cure  ;  by  chil¬ 
drens  vomiting  up  fuch  phlegm,  after  their  vio¬ 
lent  fits  of  coughing  in  this  difeafe ;  and  al-» 
ways  finding  relief  from  it. 

Now,  of  all  medicines  yet  known,  Elecam-' 
pane  Root>  when  frefh  and  full  of  virtue, 
warms,  ftrengthens,  and  invigorates  the  Sto¬ 
mach  the  beft :  and  by  that,  cures  the  difeafe, 
and  prevents  its  return, 

C  a 


This 
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This  is  not  a  new ;  but  only  a  negledted 
dodlrine  :  Walfchmid  and  Dolans,  great  and 
excellent  writers,  tho’  too  little  read  at  prefent, 
confirm  it  with  reafons;  and  by  repeated  obfer- 
vations. 

Receive  an  inftance  of  it  here,  at  home  : 

Mifs  ***  0f  Soho,  was  brought 

to  me,  reduced  almoft  to  death  by  this  difeafe. 
She  coughed  by  fits  for  a  length  of  time  fcarce 
credible;  and  that  with  diftradling  efforts,  and 
a  found  that  tore  the  hearts  of  all  who  faw,  and 
heard  her. 

#  " 

The  nurfe  had  given  her  Cup  Mofs ;  and  the 

apothecary  mofaic  gold;  in  vain.  They  had 
fed  her  with  fried  mice,  (according  to  a  boafted 
family  receipt)  to  loathing ;  but  that  could  be 
to  no  purpofe.  A  phyfician  of  great  worth 
had  followed  Sydenham  faithfully,  and  the 
poor  infant  had  been  bled  and  purged  till  no 

ftrength 


/ 
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flrength  remained  ;  except  in  the  difeafe  :  which 
grew  flill  worfe,  as  fhe  grew  weaker. 

’Twas  in  this  flate  I  faw  the  poor,  the 
emaciated  little  creature ;  when  I  direxfted  the 
Elecampane  Root. 

She  firft  took  a  very  gentle  vomit,  a  few 
grains  of  Ipecacuanha.  The  efforts  this  oeca- 
fioned  were  nothing ;  compared  but  to  an  ordi- 

X 

nary  fit  of  coughing. 

V  I  ***''"1 

A  few  drops  of  Lettuce  wine  compofed  her 
for  the  night ;  and  next  day  fhe  began  to  take 
the  infufion,  as  here  directed  to  be  made,  with 
honey,  and  'only  of  half  the  flrength  :  two 
ounces  of  the  Root  being  ufed  to  three  pints  of 
water,  and  that  without  the  boiling. 

From  the  time  fhe  began  this  fhe  ufed  no 
other  drink ;  and  from  that  time  fhe  gradually 
recovered, 

C  3 


Her 
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Her  body  was,  in  the  mean  while,  kept  open; 

pot  by  purges  ;  for  they  Irritate ;  kjt  by  glyf- 

ters  :  and  ffie  became  fo  well,  that  the  fervants 

here  would  not  believe  hwas  the  fame  child, 
>  » 
tho’  brought  by  the  fame  perfon, 

i  ,  yf 

What  infinite  good  may  arife  from  this  eafy 
remedy  being  once  made  univerfally  known  ! 
5Tis  fo  innocent  that  none  need  fear  to  admini- 

*  *  .  *  .  •  1  •  •  *  i  » 

Her  it.  And  if  in  any  cafe  circumftances  rife  which 
require  particular  advice,  fuch  as  I  can  give,  they 
always  may  command  who  want  it* 

Since  the  two  firib  Editions  of  this  Pamphlet 
were  publiftied,  a  great  deal  of  good  has  been 
obtained  by  this  PJant ;  and  the  more  it  is  ufed, 
the  more  it  will  be  efteemed.  , 

2*  INULA  DYSENTERIC  A. 
MIDDLE  FLEABANE. 

Plate  6.  Fig.  2. 

The  Stalk  is  woolly ;  and  the  Leaves  are  ob¬ 
long,  and  clammy, 

3  •  This 
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This  is  an  ugly  and  ill-looking  annual  Weed, 
frequent  on  wafte  grounds  and  by  way-fides. 

It  grows  to  a  Foot  high,  with  a  few  Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  pale,  and  whitifh  *  and  flick 
to  the  Fingers  on  touching  them. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  light  yellow. 

They  blow  in  Auguft. 

\ 

One  fcarce  would  think  any  thing  refembling 
Elecampane  in  fmell,  would  be  difguftful  :  but 
this,  tho’  with  the  real  flavour  of  that  charm¬ 
ing  Herb,  is  highly  fo  :  and  in  its  tafle  is  acrid* 

\ 

and  forbidding. 

4  * 

3.  INULA  PULICARIA. 

SMALL  FLEABANE. 

Plate  6,  Fig.  3. 

The  Rays  of  the  Flower  are  very  fliort :  the 
Leaves  are  fliort  and  waved, 

f 

c  4 


This 
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This  is  another  ill-looking  annual  Weed,  fre«* 

quent  in  wet  wafte  places. 

'  ,  * 

It  grows  to  eight  Inches  high ;  but  commonly 
lies,  in  part,  upon  the  ground. 

The  Stalk  is  of  a  ruddy  brown. 

The  Leaves  are  fhort,  fmall,  and  of  a  dull 
dead  green. 

4  : 

The  Flowers  are  fmall,  very  poor,  and  of  a, 
dirty  yellow. 

They  blqw  in  Auguft. 

i  '.V 

The  fmell  of  this  and  the  former  are  fuppoied 

hateful  to  jnfe&s  ;  and  the  juice  deftru&ive  of 

*  5  .  * 

them. 

4.  INULA  CRITHMOIDES). 
GOLDEN  SAMPIRE. 

Plate  6.  Fig.  4. 

\  ' 

The  Leaves  are  three  pointed. 

This 


1 
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This  beautiful  perennial  Plant  is  the  ornament 
£>f  our  fea  marlhes. 

It  grows  to  a  Yard  high,  with  many  Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  blue  green;  thick, 
$ejfhy,  and  juicy. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  gold  yellow. 

They  blow  in  June. 

II. 

CHRYSANTHEMUM 

CORN  MARYGOLD. 

The  Cup  is  elliptic,  and  its  Scales  Hand  dole  : 
the  inner  range  of  them  is  thin. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  i 

j.  CHRYSANTHEMUM 
S  E  G  E  T  U  M. 

CORN  MARYGOLD. 

Plate  7.  Fig.  x. 

The  Root  Leaves  are  oblong,  and  deep 
dented. 

This 
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This  very  beautiful  Plant  is  an  Annual,  native 
of.  our  corn  fields. 

It  grows  to  two  foot  high,  with  many  fpread- 
ing  Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  glofly,  and  of  a  blue  green. 

The  Flowers  are  large,  and  of  a  gold  yellow. 

They  blow  in  Auguft. 

2.  CHRYSANTHEMUM 

LEUCANTHEMUM, 

GREAT  DAISY. 

Plate  7.  Fig.  2. 

This  is  a  biennial  Plant  $  an  ornament  of  our 
pairure  grounds,  as  the  other  of  our  corn  fields, 
in  Autumn.  It  is  no  way  related  to  the  Little 
Daify  of  our  meadows,  in  charadler  or  virtues  ; 
only  in  name. 

It  grows  to  two  foot  high,  with  few  Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep,  dead  green,  and 
fmooth. 

The  Flowers  are  vaft,  and  of  a  milky  white. 

They 


C  orn  Marvg'olcl 


They  blow  in  Auguft. 

The  tafte  of  this  Plant  is  fharp  and  acrid : 
and  it  has  no  fmell.  Its  virtues  have  not  been 
'  enough  enquired  into. 

U  'f' 

It  is  a  fharp  and  pungent  diuretic  ;  cleanfing 
the  kidneys  :  but  many  and  careful  trials  fhould 
be  made  of  it  before  ’tis  freely  ufed.  An  in- 
fufion  contains  all  its,  virtue  ;  and  has  the  heat 

-  *  t 

of  Cardamoms,  or  Cubebs.  Any  boiling  weakens 
it. 

III. 

ASTER. 

STARWORT. 

The  Cup  is  conic ;  the  Scales  of  it  are  leafy ; 
and  their  points  Hand  cut. 

\ 

ASTER  TRIPOLIU  M. 
SEA  STARWORT. 

Plate  8. 

The  Leaves  are  narrow ;  and  the  Flowers 

.  .  .  ■  t ~  ...  i 

are  many. 


Multitudinous 
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Multitudinous  as  the  kinds  of  After  arc,  with 
which  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and,  moft 

r  *  ■  ■f*  J  .  ► 

of  all,  America,  have  filled  our  gardens ;  this  is 
the  only  one  that  graces  our  country  wild. 

%  '  ■  i  •*  .  ’  ,  *  9  • 

It  is  a  Perennial ;  native  of  our  damp  grounds 
near  the  fea,  and  great  rivers  ;  a  handfomc 
Plant,  of  a  Yard  high. 

The  Stalk  is  ruddy,  and  branched. 

The  Leaves  are  fmooth,  and  of  a  very  fine 
green. 

The  Flowers  are  numerous,large, and  blue* 
They  blow  in  Auguft. 

Of  its  virtues  nothing  is  known, 

IV. 

MATRICARIA, 

FEVERFEW. 

The  Cup  is  rounded:  and  its  Scales  are  very 
numerous,  and  very  narrow. 

i.  MATRICARIA 


✓ 


flartfiemu  in 
!ommon  Fererfew 


C/ta?n(r>m//a 

C  oral  Ke  ver  few 
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i.  MATRICARIA  PARTHENIUM. 
COMMON  FEVERFEW. 

Plate  9.  Fig.  1. 

The  Leaves  are  cut,  down  to  the  Stalk,  in 
broad  and  flalhed  divifions. 

This  is  a  Weed  of  our  wade  grounds ;  and 
is  no  where  fo  frequent  as  about  farm-houfes  ; 
a  perennial,  bufhy  Plant. 

It  grows  to  two  Foot  high,  with  a  pale  Stalk, 
and  many  Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  faded  yellowifh  green. 

The  Flowers  are  very  numerous,  and  white. 

They  blow  in  June. 

The  whole  Plant  has  a  ftrong  and  very  par¬ 
ticular  fmell,  and  a  bitterilh  tafte. 

\ 

Provident  Nature,  which  has  placed  this  Herb 
every  where  at  our  doors,  has  doubtlefs  given 
to  it  thefe  ftriking  qualities,  to  invite  us  to  its 
ufe ;  which  is  indeed  very  great. 


In 


[  46  ] 


In  dlforders  arifing  from  an  obftrudion  of 
evacuations  peculiar  to  the  female  fex,  its  virtues 
are  beyond  all  praife  j  and  above  all  value. 

Steel  given  on  thefe  occafions  tears  the  con- 
ftitution  ;  and*  for  a  little  prefent  good,  fome-* 
times  entails  a  lading  feries  of  diforders.  The 
chymical  preparations  of  Steel  are  yet  by  many 
degrees  more  hurtful  than  its  fimple  felf ;  but 
we  have  here  an  innocent  Herb,  incapable  of 
harm,  ready  at  hand,  that  will  do  all  the  good 
that  can  be  expeded  from  them  $  without  the 
poffibility  of  mifchief. 

*  *  •  .  ,  >  w  A  /  - 

The  fad  is  the  fame  in  a  thoufand  other 

* 

indances ;  for  our  own  Herbs  are  as  full  of 
virtue,  as  deditute  of  mifchief:  and  I  do,  in 
Chridian  truth,  believe,  (tho’  ’tis  a  very  bold 
concludon)  that  more  good  may  be  done  in  the 
world  by  Herbs  $  than  mifchief  by  chymical 
preparations. 

I  .  >  '  J  :  "t  "  M  ' 

For  the  ufe  of  this  Plant  no  medical  art  is 

needed  : 
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needed  :  the  Leaves  are  to  be  {tripped  off,  and 
boiling  water  poured  on  them.  A  ftrong  tea 
is  to  be  thus  made  of  Feverfew ;  and  it  is  to 
be  drank  by  half-pint  bafins.  Three  in  a  day 
will  be  fufficient. 

In  the  worft  Head-Achs  this  Herb  exceeds 
whatever  elfe  is  known. 

A  lady  of  great  worth  and  virtue,  the  mother 
©f  the  late  Sir  William  Bowyer,  told  me,  that 
having  in  the  younger  part  of  her  life  a  very 
terrible  and  almoft  conftant  Head-Ach,  fixed 
in  one  fmall  fpot,  and  raging  at  all  times  almoft 
to  diftra&ion ;  and  which  the  neighbouring 
Dr.  Thorold,  of  Uxbridge,  very  eminent  in  his 
profeffion,  had  attempted  in  vain  to  remove  ; 
fhe  was  at  length  cured  by  a  maid-fervant,  with 
this  Herb, 

The  lady  drank  the  tea  of  it  plentifully  ;  and 
applied  the  warm  leaves,  of  which  the  tea  had 
been  made,  to  the  part.  The  complaint  ceafed  ; 
and  never  returned. 

The 


The  frequency  of  Head-Achs,  and  the  Re¬ 
lief  obtained  by  many  from  this  Herb,  fince  the 
firfi  publication  of  thefe  Sheets  j  have  brought 
before  the  Author  a  number  of  Cafes,  in  perfons 
of  all  ranks,  from  the  very  higheft  to  the  poor ; 

'  r‘  •>  r  t  *. 

in  fome  of  which  candour  obliges  him  to  fay,  the 

♦ 

advantage  was  but  temporary ;  the  pain,  after  a 
few  days,  returning.  Thefe  were  rnoftly  Cafes 

where  a  thicknefs  of  Blood,  and  long  obftrudted 

* 

velfels,  threatened  worfe  confequences  $  Palfies, 
or  Apoplexies  :  but  thefe  alfo  may  be  cured  by 
a  volatile  Spirit  from  the  Herb,  diflilled  with 
Sal  Armoniac.  The  Reader  will  accept  the 

s  4 

following  inftance. 

A  gentleman  about  Fifty,  a  perfon  of  honour, 
and  nothafty  in  forming  his  opinions,  gives  the 
account. 

Fie  took  a  Tea  of  Feverfew  for  a  vehement 
Flead-Ach  >  which  it  always  alleviated ;  and 
fometimes,  for  a  few  days,  removed  :  but  the 
complaint  ftill  returned  upon  him. 


It 
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It  was  a  fettled  heavinefs,  and  dull  pain ;  with 

% 

frequent  (bootings,  that  cut  like  knives:  attend¬ 
ed  with  giddinefs,  dimnefs  of  fight,  and  a  dif- 
turbed  imagination.  He  applied  to  the  Author, 
who  diftilled  fuch  a  volatile  Spirit  from  the  fame 

**  T'  ’ «  *  * 

Herb,  which  has  perfectly  cured  him..  This 
gentleman  is  otherwife  healthy,  excepting  for 
the  Gout  ;'  and  tho*  he  cannot  fay  how  far  this 
Medicine  may  have  aflifled,  yet  it  is  certain  he 
has  been,  fince  the  taking  it,  much  ftronger  on 

his  feet,  than  of  fome  time  before. 

■  *  *  *  ,  # 

*  x  .  4  .•  «.  y  v.j.  . \  v  »  \ 

2.  MATRICARIA  CHAMOMILLA, 

»•>«:•'  ‘  *  r\  1  .-A  '  C 

CORN  FEVERFEW. 

»*  K  - 

t  ,  ;  evj  i  >  >  t  i  . 

Plate  9.  Fig.  2. 

*-  .  ,  •  r  %  •  t  -5 

•  ~  >  — •  •  r-  v 

The  Leaves  are  cut  into  many  parts,  as  fine 

t  Ft-*..-.  _ 

as  threads. 

This  is  an  annual  Weed,  hateful  to  farmers: 
but  it  has  its  virtues. 

N°  I. 


D 


It 
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It  grows  to  a  Foot  and  half  high. 

The  Stalk  is  flender,  pale,  and  branchy. 

•V  •  •  ’  _  ,  .  ,  J  '  .  - 

The  Leaves  have  no  fmell. 

>'  •  \  ■  A,  *  fr  * 

I-’  4  .  ‘  V  '  >  •  '  V  '  A  H.  *  .  ,  *  .  '  f  '  *  •  ' 

The  Flowers  are  large,  and  white. 

......  ;  |  •  .  -  .  .  » 

They  blow  in  July. 

...  , 

Thefe  have  the  virtues  of  thofe  of  Chamo¬ 
mile  ;  but  with  more  cordial  warmth. 

f  .  »•  •  X  ,  f  *  '  .  . 

V  .  *  .  k.  «  V  %  —  « 

3.  MATRICARIA  MARITIMA. 
SEA  FEVERFEW. 

.?  •  > .  .1  vi  ^  -  .  .  -  ri  *!»  -  -v  »  j.  *  •• , 

The  Leaves  fwell  up,  and  are  thick  ;  and 
they  are  compofed  of  many  parts,  which  are 
again  cut  down  to  the  rib. 

•  ■<  a  *  *  •  »•  •  •»  •  4  % 

This  is  a  fea-fide,  perennial  Plant,  frequent 
in  Cornwall. 

-f  *y*  + 

It  grows  to  eight  Inches  high,  upright  and 

1 


branchy. 


--#v 


The 
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The  Stalk  is  thick,  and  ruddy* 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  dull  green  ;  hollow  un- 

‘  /*T  *  f 

derneath,  and  riling  on  the  upper  fide. 

*  -  *  * 

„  -r  '  .  -  »  •  -  .  .  .  *r  >  ■  ■  * 

; 

The  Flowers  are  white,  with  a  low  yellow 
dilk. 

>  .  *  t 

.  ,  -  -X  -4  •  *■  .  •  , 

They  blow  in  Auguft, 

v  •  » 

* 

Its  virtues  are  not  known, 

,  •>  •  *  .  .  *  r.  *»  * 

,  .  ..  „  1  ?  ,  ,  %  ^  0 

THE  candid  Reader  has  here  laid  before  him, 
the  Specimen  of  a  Method,  by  which  it  is 

»  *  -  4  •  *^  ■*•*/•'*  A  -i  • 

propofed,  to  learn;  to  afcertain;  and  then  to  make 
public.  The  Virtues  of  the  Plants  of  Britain. 

*  i  \  •  *  r 

Where  npthing  is  known,  nothing  is  afcribed 
to  them :  where  many  things  have  been  faid, 
fuch  alone  are  mentioned  here  as  have  been  proved 
by  experience  :  where  there  is  a  probability  of 
virtue,  the  herb  is  propofed  for  trial ;  and  rea- 
fons  are  given  for  that  opinion  :  and  where  dan¬ 
ger  threatens ;  that  is  alfo  mentioned. 

Upon  this  plan,  tho*  the  obfervations  of  many 
are  requifite ;  the  means  of  them  are  rendered 

D  2  ealy : 
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cafy  :  and  the  caufc  truly  deferves  them.  There 
are  in  England,  on  a  free  conjecture,  fifteen 

-  o 

hundred  Plants  which  promife,  by  their  tafte 
and  fmell,  confiderable  virtues :  of  thefe  more 
than  a  thoufand  yet  remain  to  be  tried  :  And 
every  advance  is  fomething  to  the  general  good  j 
fo  it  be  made  with  accuracy. 


The  firft  thing,  to  this  purpofe,  mull  be  to 
know,  and  make  known  perfectly  thePlant  itfelf, 
to  others  :  and  in  the  method  here  employed 
kis  hoped  that  is  not  difficult.  The  general 
heads  of  the  characters ;  and  the  defcriptions  of 
the  parts,  are  plain  at  leaft ;  and  obvious  :  and 
the  fuperadded  diftinCtions,  which  mark  the 
gradations  next  under  them,  ’tis  hoped  are  evi¬ 
dent.  Thofe  which  diftinguifh  kind  from  kind, 
and  Plant  from  Plant  in  the  fame  kind,  are  ea- 
fier  yet,  and  cannot  be  miftaken  :  and  herein 
lies  the  reality  of  knowledge. 

Every  one  knows  what  a  radiated  Flower  is  $ 

for  every  one  has  feen  a  Sunflower,  or  a  Mary- 

\ 

gold : 
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gold :  when  therefore  he  fees  fuch  a  Flower* 
whofe  Cup  has  only  one  row  of  Scales,  he  finds 
here,  that  only  two  kinds  of  Englifh  Plants 
have  that  charadter 3  and  looking  to  the  next 
diftindtion,  he  fees,  that  if  thofe  Scales  are  flat* 
the  Plant  is  Coltsfoot  3  if  they  be  hollowed,  it 
is  Bidens.  This  is  fliort  and  eafy  :  more 
is  not  needful  3  and  the  Plant  can  never  be 
jniftakeji, 

* 

Thus  he  will  be  led  to  know  every  Herb  he 
finds  3  by  referring  it  to  its  characters  3  thofe 
whofe  virtues  are  unknown,  as  well  as  thofe 
we  are  better  acquainted  with  3  for  all  are  here : 
and  all  are  neceflary  to  be  known  3  not  only  for 
diftindtion  from  each  other  3  but  fince  all  may 
have  virtues* 

There  is  a  plain  neceflity  alfo  for  knowing 
all  the  Plants  of  the  fame  name  or  kind  with 
that  in  ufe  3  becaufe  the  greateft  errors  may  be 
fallen  into  by  ufing  one  of  thofe  kinds  for 
another. 


5 


Night- 
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Nightfhade,  for  inftance,  is  a  name  of  many 
Plants  ;  all  of  one  general  kind ;  but  of  moft 
different  virtues.  There  is  one  whofe  proper 
dofe  is  two  ounces ;  another  that  can  make 
great  alterations  in  the  body  by  a  quarter  of 
a  grain  :  and  qne  whofe  roots,  and  feveral 
whofe  fruits,  are  eaten  at  table.  Therefore  he 
who  fhould  fay,  give  Nightfhade  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
would  prefcribe  under  a  dangerous  name ;  till 
all  thefe  were  known  afunder. 

Hence  alfo  appears  their  folly  (for  it  deferves 
no  better  name)  who  would  advife  men  to  feek 
the  virtues  of  Herbs  merely  by  their  forms,  or 
charafters. 

We  fee  in  this  fmall  fpecimen,  that,  among 
radiated  Plants,  one  is  flomachic,  another  pec¬ 
toral,  a  third  a  powerful  diuretic  ;  and  fo  on  : 
yet  are  no  Plants  more  naturally  or  juftly  joined 
in  character,  than  thofe  with  radiated  Flowers. 

~  %  s  ‘ 

And  even,  befide  all  this  variety  of  virtues  in 
thefe ;  the  Doronicum  and  fome  others  of  this 

.  *  *  ,  #i 

kind. 
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kind,  are  poifonous.  It  is  experience,  not  the 
forms  of  Plants,  muft  lead  us  to  the  truth  :  but 
that,  unlefs  we  are  accurate,  is  ufelefs. 

The  Author  of  thefe  carefully  confidered 
Pages  hopes,  by  their  means,  to  make  fuch 
accuracy  eafy,  and  familiar,  God  has  given 
him  many  bleffings  :  the  Public  are  the  means 
thro*  which  he  has  received  them  ;  and  this  is 
the  return  which  piety  and  gratitude  demand. 
For  once  the  motive  will  not  be  miftaken  ;  for 
thofe  who  fee  the  nature  and  price  of  the 

i 

prefent  Publication,  will  not  fuppofe  ’tis  die- 

i 

tated  by  intereft. 
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BRITISH  HERBS. 

NUMB.  II. 


CONTAINING, 

CURES— Of  the  Gravel  by  a  Tea  of  Golden-Rodj 

Of  Scorbutic  Blemishes  by  aDeco&ion  of  Eupa- 

TORIUM  j 

AND 

Of  the  Piles  by  Yarrow. 

An  Account  of  the  eminent  Virtues  of  Butterburr  in 
Fevers,  and  the  Plague  itfelf. 

And  of  the  Excellence  of  Flowers  of  Tanzy  for  the  Cure  of  Worms* 

The  Power  of  Con  sound  as  a  Vulnerary  $  and  the  original  Receipt  for 

Ar<^uebusadi-Water  : 

With  an  Inftance  of  an  inveterate  Stomach-Complaint  cured  by  a 
Tea  of  the  Flowers  of  Sweet  Feverfew, 
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-  Field  Feverfew^ 
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BRITISH  HERBS. 


i.  MATRICARIA  SUAVEOLENS. 


SWEET  FEVERFEW, 
flate  io.  Fig.  i. 

H  E  difk,  or  center  of  the  Flower  rifeS 
high ;  and  its  Rays  turn  back. 


This  is  ail  Annual  ;  a  Weed  in  the  corn  fields 
of  SufTex ;  and  other  places  where  the  ground  is 

0  *  '  ■ 

light  and  fandy  :  it  grows  to  twelve  or  fourteen 
inches  high,  fometimes  to  two  foot;  with  an  up¬ 
right  Stem,  and  many  branches. 


:  N°  II.  B 


The 
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The  Stalk  Is  ruddy,  firm,  and  hard. 

The  Leaves  are  cut  into  divifions  as  fine  aa 
threads ;  and  are  of  a  dufky  green  colour. 

r  ____  %  i 

The  Flowers  are  very  numerous,  large,  and 
white  $  only  the  difk,  or  central  part  is  yellow. 

They  blow  in  June., 

The  Flowers  of  this  Plant  have  an  agreeable 

bitternefs ;  and  they  pofiefs  the  virtues  fuch  a 

/ 

tafte  declares  :  they  are  ftomachic  in  a  very 
high  degree.  I  had  a  Angular  and  ftriking  in- 
ftance  of  it  fome  years  ago.  The  late  Duchefa 
of  Richmond,  moft  excellent  of  women  ;  mod 
charitable  and  moft  beneficent  ;  through  whofe 
means,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  I  have  done  fome 
good  in  Sufiex  ;  defired  me,  when  once  at 
Goodwood,  to  vifit  a  farmer’s  wife  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  who  was  perifhing  from  mere  want 
of  nourishment.  An  averfion  to  all  food  had 
poflfefled  her  for  many  months ;  not  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  any  means ;  or  equalled  by  all  that 
has  been  written  in  medicine.  It  was  fcarce 
pofiible  to  get  her  to  tafte  any  thing  whatever  ; 

and 
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and  a  few  minutes  after  the  lead  morfel  was  got 
down,  (he  always  threw  it  up  again. 

i  1  ■ 

I  found  her  in  the  ufe  of  a  Tea  made  from  this  v 
Flant ;  and  as  her  friends  thought  it  promifed 
good,  I  recommended  the  continuance  of  it.  The 
Tea  was  made  only  from  the  yellow  centres,  or 

1  f  1 

dilks  of  the  Flowers,  clipped  into  boiling  water. 

A  Clergyman  in  the  neighbourhood  had  taught 
her  the  method,  and  (hewed  her  the  Plant.  The 
infufion  was  the  mod  grateful  bitter  that  could  be 
tailed.  Her  domach,  which  abhorred  Gentian, 
and  the  like,  bore  this :  and  by  a  condant  per- 
feverance  in  its  ufe  (he  was  cured. 

i  “  •  . 

Among  the  receipts  of  country  families  are 
found  many  inftances  of  fuch  peculiar  virtues,  in 
particular  Species  of  Plants :  he  will  be  very  ufe- 
ful  who  (hall  affid  in  collecting  them  together, 
and  making  them  generally  known. 


B  2  2.  M  A- 


-.MATRICARIA  IN  ODOR  A* 
FIELD  FEVERFEW. 

Plate  io.  Fig.  2.  • 

/  t  ,,  t  .  * 

The  difk  of  the  Flower  is  broad  and  low  s 
and  its  rays  fpread  out  flat. 

This  is  an  Annual :  a  Weed  on  our  dry  plough¬ 
ed  grounds  and  ditch  banks  :  it  grows  to  half  a 
yard  high  >  in  a  wild  ftraggling  manner. 

The  Stalk  leans  in  part  upon  the  ground,  and 
fpreads  toward  the  top  into  feveral  Branches :  its 
colour  is  a  dark,'  and  coarfe  green,  often  ftained 
with  red. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep  and  dulky  green  : 
and  when  bruifed,  they  have  a  raw  unpleaiant 
fmell. 

The  Flowers  are  large,  and  of  a  milky  white, 
with  an  orange-coloured  dilk. 

They  blow  in  Auguft,  and  September. 

The  great  ufe  of  this  Herb  is  external.  The 
whole  Plant  with  its  Flowers  beaten,  and  made 
.  '  '  \  into 
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into  a  poultice,  with  fome  bread  and  milk,  and  a 

^  \  • 

little  oil,  foftens  and  difpofes  to  maturation.  It 
is  emollient,  and  at  the  fame  time  warm ;  which 
is  for  this  purpofe  a  happy  mixture  of  qualities. 
I  have  feen  it  ufed  with  great  fuccefs ;  and  with 
the  Surgeons  would  attend  to  it :  there  is  no¬ 
thing  they  want  more. 

V. 

ACHILLEA. 

!  I  ^ 

YARROW. 

The  Cup  is  egg-lhaped  :  and  its  fcales  are  oval$ 

<  *  '  «■  *  x  1  » 

and  turn  in  at  the  points. 

1.  ACHILLEA  MILLEFOLIUM. 
COMMON  YARROW. 

*  '  r  *.  .  V  • 

Plate  11.  Fig.  1. 

The  Leaves  are  cut  into  a  multitude  of  fine 
finall  parts. 

'  B  3 


This 
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This  is  an  upright,  and  not  unhandfome 
Plant,  common  in  our  pafture  grounds ;  and 
(like  many  others)  of  much  more  ufe  and  value 
than  is  generally  known.  It  is  a  Perennial,  and 
grows  to  two  foot  high. 

The  Stalk  is  upright,  covered  with  Leaves, 

but  deftitute  of  Branches.  Its  colour  is  a  dull, 

*  +  -  -?  ■  ?  .  «■  "  *  *  *• 

and  fomewhat  greyifh  green. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep  dead  green  colour, 

t  * 

and  of  a  tough  fubftance. 

The  Flowers  are  ufually  white ;  but  ’tis  a 
common,  and  very  pretty  variety  to  fee  them  of 
a  delicate  crimfon:  and ’tis  worth  knowing,  that 
the  Flowers  of  this  colour  produce  Seeds  which 
will  always  raife  red-flowered  Plants. 

They  blow  in  July  and  Auguft. 

Lord  E -  firfl:  told  me,  that  Horfes  loved 

the  young  Leaves  of  this  Herb :  and  that  it 
might  be  ufed  toincreafe  the  quantity  of  food  in 
dry  paftqresj  that  yield  naturally  but  little  grafs. 

/  -  _  ^  4 .  » 

-  .  .  A I 

Some  Writers  of  great  name  and  worth,  have 
taken  pains  to  tell  us  what  Plants  Cattle  will 


not 
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not  eat :  they  judge  of  this  by  looking  at  what 
are  left  in  grounds  where  they  have  feds  and  all 
fuch  they  direct  to  be  rooted  up.  We  have  in 
this  an  inftance,  that  more  care  is  needful  than 
men  commonly  will  take,  to  fliew  what  is  and 
what  is  not  valuable.  Yarrow  is  a  Plant  left 
{landing  always  in  fed  paftures  s  for  Cattle  will 
not  eat  its  hard  dry  Stalk ;  nor  have  the  Leaves 
any  great  value  after  this  rifes :  but  Yarrow  ftill 
is  ufeful.  I  fowed  fome  in  a  barren  patch  of 
grafs  ground ;  and  all  the  while  the  Leaves  were 
tender,  the  Cows  and  Horfes  eat  them  heartily : 
It  proved  wholefome,  and  doubled  the  natural 
produce.  On  cutting  down  the  Stalks  as  they 
rofe,  the  Plant  ftill  kept  in  leaf  and  frefhnefs  s 
growing  as  it  was  eaten. 


As  a  Medicine,  Yarrow  always  has  been  emi- 

...  *  » 

nent :  it  alleviates  pain,  and  reftrains  violent 
bleedings.  The  Piles  are  a  moft  frequent  and 
moft  troublefome  illnefs :  they  will  fometimes 
be  diftraftingly  painful ;  and  bleed  too  much.  In 
this  cafe  Yarrow  fcarcely  has  its  equal.  A  ftrong 

B  4  Tea 
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Tea  fhould  be  made  of  the  Leaves,  and  drank 
plentifully  ;  and  equal  parts  of  this  Herb,  and  of 
Toadflax*  fhould  be  made  into  a  poultice  with 
pomatum j  and  laid  on  outwardly.  Sleep  follows, 
$nd  the  pain  grows  eafy,  and  the  bleeding  leffens. 

There  is  an  ancient  fuperftition  of  Yarrow 
curing  Tertian  Agues ;  but  too  idle  to  be  much 
Regarded.  A  Leaf  of  it  is  to  be  pulled  off  with 
the  left  hand,  pronouncing  at  the  fame  time  the 
fjck  man’s  name  $  and  this  Leaf  is  to  be  taken. 
The  fame  thing  has  been  faid  of  Feverfew ;  for  in 
old  times  names  of  Plants,  as  well  as  now,  were 
too  much  confounded.  The  Feverfew  feems 
fcieft:  for  the  purpofe  ;  but  doubtlefs  it  will  do  as 
V/ell  without  the  fuperftition. 

ACHILLEA  PTARMICA, 
gNEEZEWORT. 

Plate  ii.  Fig.  2. 

The  Leaves  are  long  and  narrow  ;  and  beaur 
tifully  dented  at  the  edges. 


This 


JPl./Q. 


o 

i  v  rr/// si#  reto. 


'T- 

I  ommon  Goldeiilio  cl 
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This  is  a  pretty  Plant,  a  Perennial,  native  of 
pur  moift  grounds,  but  not  common.’ 

It  grows  to  two  foot  high,  in  a  regular  man¬ 
ner,  with  many  upright  Stalks  of  a  pale  green, 
and  not  much  branched. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  lively  green  j  and  there 
is  a  neatnefs  in  the  indentings  round  the  edge 
that  is  very  pleafing. 

The  Flowers  are  white,  with  a  greyifli  dilk. 
They  blow  from  July  to  November. 

V  '  i 

Culture  renders  them  double  ;  and  they  are 
then  a  very  handfome  ornament  in  our  gardens. 

This  is  an  acrid,  fharp  Plant ;  it  brings  water 
into  the  mouth  :  and  fnuffed  up  caufes  fneezing, 

and  that  even  to  the  bleeding  of  the  nofe.  It 

» 

is  not  one  of  thofe  Herbs  I  would  wifh  (houlci 
be  of  commpn  ufe. 


/ 


VI,  GOL« 
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vi.  ■**% 

GOLDEN  ROD. 

y  to'  .  •  .  t 

»  /  t  ,  w  w  •»  ^ 

S  O  L  I  D  A  G  O. 

The  cup  is  cylindric,  and  its  fcales  are  narrow, 
and  turn  inward  their  whole  length. 

i.  SOLIDAGO  VIRGO  AUREA. 

» 

COMMON  GOLDEN  ROD. 
Plate  12.  Fig.  i. 

* 

-  1  4 

This  is  a  Perennial ;  a  very  handfome  Plant, 
that  grows  by  wood  fides,  and  on  heaths  and 
among  thickets. 

It  rifes  to  two  foot  high,  with  an  upright  red- 
di£h  Stalk,  turned  and  bent  a  little  from  the 
joints,  and  terminated  by  a  long  and  beautiful 
fpike  of  Flowers. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  deep  but  not  very  fine 
green,  and  they  feel  a  little  harfh. 

The 


\ 
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The  Flowers  are  of  a  gold  yellow,  and  nu¬ 
merous,  though  fmall. 

They  blow  in  Auguft. 

1  *  v  *  •/#. 

It  is  a  balfamic,  vulnerary  Herb  5  long  famous 
againft  inward  hurts  and  bruifes :  but  it  has 
greater  and  more  certain  virtues. 

•  '  / 

It  is  an  excellent  and  fafe  Diuretic ;  few  things 
exceed  it  in  the  Gravel ;  and  when  there  arc 
fmall  ftones  fo  lodged  as  to  caufe  heat  and  fore- 
nefs,  which  are  too  often  followed  with  bloody 
or  purulent  urine  -9  then  ’tis  this  Herb  ihews  all 

f  * 

its  excellence. 

Its  balfamic  virtues  co-operate  with  its 
diuretic  quality  $  and  the  parts  are  at  the  fame 

time  cleanfed,  and  healed. 

% 

/  _  » 

No  preparation  is  better  than  a  Tea  of  the 

Herb  for  this  fervice  ;  and  the  young  Leaves 
have  the  molt  virtue. 

•  r  ’  • 


2.  S  O- 


/ 
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2.  SOLIDAGO  ANGUSTIFOLIA. 
NARROW  -  LEAVED  GOLDEN  ROD. 

Plate  12.  Fig.  2. 

This  is  a  very  pretty  Plant,  native  of  Ireland  y 
a  Perennial,  that  makes  a  handfome  figure  on 
their  rocky  hills.  It  grows  to  a  foot  and  half 
high ;  and  has  few  or  no  Branches. 

The  Stalk  is  weak,  tender,  and  of  a  dead 
green,  tinged  with  a  ruddy  brown. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  bright  and  glofly  green, 
fmooth,  and  lightly  dented  at  the  edges. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  pale  yellow,  and  ftand 
In  a  loofe  pretty  Spike. 

They  blow  in  July. 

It  refembles  the  preceding  in  virtues  as  in 

3  , 

form. 


3*  SO- 
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3;  SOLIDAGO  cambrica: 

WELCH  GOLDEN  ROD. 

Plate  12.  Fig.  3. 

The  Flowers  Hand  at  the  top  in  a  round 
clufter. 

This  is  an  humble,  but  a  pretty  Plant ;  a  Per¬ 
ennial,  native  of  the  Welch  mountains :  a  fa- 

_  .  ,  v  s  ^  - 

voured  food  of  Goats. 

The  Stalk  is  Ample,  upright,  brown,  and  fix 
inches  high. 

% 

The  Leaves,  are  oblong,  narrow,  pale,  and  a 
little  downy. 

The  Flowers  are  numerous,  and  of  a  gold 
yellow. 

They  blow  in  Augufl  and  September. 

The  tafte  feems  to  {hew  virtues  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  firft  kind,  but  in  an  inferior 
degree. 

Z 


VII.  ERL 
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VII. 

0 

‘  1  '  #  I 

ERIGERON* 

SIMS  O  N. 

The  Cup  is  cylindric :  its  Scales  are  awl- 
fhaped  ;  and  placed  eredt.  The  rays  of  the 
Flower  are  narrow. 

f  V  •  «  •  #  ■j  *  .  .  s  /%  r  ,  ‘  ^  r  •  ✓  %  - 

i.  E  RIGERON  ACRE. 

BLUE  SIMSON. 

Plate  13.  Fig.  1. 

The  Flowers  ftand  feparate,  one  above  ano- 

\  ■  T-  ,  •  '  1  .  •  • 

ther,  alternately. 

This  is  a  Perennial,  native  of  our  high  dry 
grounds;  a  ftrange  Plant;  that  appears  twice 
in  the  year,  and  wears  two  different  faces* 

In  April  we  fee  it  weak,  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  fcarce  fix  inches  long  :  in  Auguft  and  Sep¬ 
tember  it  flowers  a  fecond  time,  and  is  then  ro- 
'  ^  -  buft. 
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buft,  upright,  about  fifteen  inches  high,  and  car¬ 
ries  larger  Flowers. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  dull  dead  green,  foft  to 
the  touch. 

The  Stalk  is  ruddy,  firm,  and  dry. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  purplifli  blue  :  they 
never  Ipread  quite  wide  open ;  but  the  Rays  al¬ 
ways  ftand  upward. 

It  is  a  Charp  and  acrid  Plant.  We  have  the 
teftimony  of  Haller,  that  they  give  it  in  fome 
parts  of  Germany  in  diforders  of  the  breaft, 
where  the  complaint  arifes  from  a  tough  phlegm : 

But  it  appears  to  me  one  of  thofe  Herbs  that 

/ 

fhould  be  ufed  with  great  caution. 

2.  CANADA  SIMSON. 
ERIGERON  CANADENSE. 

Plate  13.  Fig.  2. 

The  Flowers  are  cluttered  in  great  numbers 
at  the  top  of  the  Stalks.  . 

This 


3 
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This  is  ati  Annual,  that  grows  on  bur  dry 
banks,  and  among  rubbifli  :  fometimes  we  find 
it  not  fix  inches  high,  fometimes  two  foot  or 
more*  ' 

The  Stalk  is  of  a  dufky  green,  tinged  with 
brown. 

The  Leaves  are  various ;  the  lower  of  fome 
breadth,  and  rudely  dented  5  the  upper  narrow 
and  undivided  all  of  a  dead  greeen. 

The  Flowers  are  white,  and  of  no  beauty* 

They  blow  in  Auguft  and  September, 


:  . 
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V 

HERBS 

\  V  „  # 

Which  have  a  radiated  Flower,  growing 
in  a  Cup  that  is  fringed,  or  furround- 
ed  with  fhort  Leaves  at  the  bottom. 


i. 

S  E  N  E  C  I  O. 

*  .  i  ' 

T 

GROUNDSEL  L. 

The  Scales  of  the  Cup  are  withered  at  their  tops, 
i.  SENECIO  JACOB  AS  A. 

\y '  % 

COMMON  RAGWORT. 
Plate  14.  Fig.  fc, 

» 

The  Leaves  feem  cut,  or  rather  gnawn,  to 
rags. 

This  is  a  Weed  too  frequent  in  our  paftures* 
covering  a  great  deal  of  ground  to  ill  purpofe, 
N°  II.  C  for 


for  no  Cattle  touch  it.  It  is  an  Annual ;  leafy, 
branchy,  and  of  a  coarfe,  ill  afpedt. 

.  " '  /  j  v  Z  f 

The  Stalk  is  two  foot  high,  firm,  upright, 
thick,  and  of  a  dull  green,  often  ftairied  with 
brown  or  red*  r  ;  '  r  • 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  dark  coarfe  green/  and 
fmooth  5  and  have  an  unpleafant  fmell. 

The  Flowers  are  numerous  and  yellow. 

•*19 

They  blow  in  June,  July,  and  Auguft. 

The  tafte  of  the  Leaves  is-  a  difagreeable 
bitter ;  with  a  mixture  of  fharpnefs.  It  has 
been  faid  they  are  good  againfl  the  Dyfentery  * ; 

the  juice  is  directed  to  be  taken. 

A  "  -  / 

Externally,  they  have  been  praifed  with  good 
reafon  againft  Swellings,  and  in  Inflammations : 
they  are  to  be  boiled  to  foftnefs ;  and  applied 
as  a  warm  poultice,  with  bread  and  oil* 


2.  S  E- 


*  S.  Pauli. 
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2.  SENECIO  VISCOSES, 

STINKING  GROUNDSELL.  ' 

•  —  ' 

N  r 

The  Leaves  are  thick,  and  clammy  to  the 
touch.  •  , 

This  is  an  offenfive,  fulfdme  Weed,  upon  our 
dry  ditch  banks ;  an  Annual,  of  ftraggling,  and. 
irregular  growth. 

The  Stalk  is  two  foot  high,  foft,  tender,  and 
of  a  pale  green. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  faint  green,  thick,  downy, 
land  foft :  they  ftick  to  the  hands ;  and  fmell  fo 

% 

rankly  that  the  common  people  thence  call  it 
Stinking  Groundfell. 

The  Flowers  are  numerous,  fmall,  and  of  a 
faint  yellow. 

They  blow  in  July,  and  till  the  end  ol 
fummer. 

This  has  been  praifed  in  fluxes  of  the  bowels, 
and  I  believe  with  reafon  *  for  in  the  ufe  of  it 

C  2  on. 
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on  fome  other  occafions,  I  have  found  that  it  has 
the  emetic  power  of  Ipecacuanha;  but  in  a  lefs 
degree,  and  not  in  fo  agreeable  manner.  The  vir¬ 
tues  of  that  drug  in  dyfenteries  is  well  known. 
The  ufe  I  have  made  of  this  is  again#  hyfleric 
complaints:  and  it  has  proved  a  good;  tho* 
moft  unpleafant  medicine. 

3c  SENECIO  SYLVATICUS. 

MOUNTAIN  GROUNDSELL. 

Plate  15.  Fig.  1. 

The  Leaves  are  fmooth  :  and  the  Rays  of  the 
Flower  turn  back. 

This  is  a  tall  and  robuft  Plant,  common  on 
our  ditch  banks,  and  in  other  wafte  dry  places ; 
an  Annual. 

The  Stalk  grows  to  a  yard  high,  and  is  of  a 
dull  green,  tinged  with  brown. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  faint  green,  and  firm  to 
the  touch. 

The  Flowers  are  numerous,  and  of  a  fine  light 
They  blow  in  July  and  Auguft. 


The 
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The  people  in  Lincolnfhire  ufe  this  external¬ 
ly  againft  pains  and  fwellings;  and,  as  they  af¬ 
firm,  with  great  fuccefs. 

4.  SENE  CIO  AQJJATICUS. 
WATER  GROUNDSELL} 

O  R, 

WATER  RAGWORT. 

%  t  - 

Plate  15.  Pig.  2. 

The  Root  Leaves  are  broad,  with  a  few  jags 
at  the  bafe ;  thofe  on  the  Stalks  are  deeply  di¬ 
vided  down  almoft  to  the  rib. 

This  is  a  Water  Plant,  common  enough  by 

% 

ditch  fides,  and  in  places  where  the  wet  ftandsin 
winter  ;  a  Perennial  of  handfome  growth. 

The  Stalk  is  two  foot  high,  and  fpreads  out 
into  wide  Branches. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  lively  green,  ftained 
fometimes  with  red ;  and  they  are  fmooth  and 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  beautiful  bright  yellow. 

c3 


There 


There  is  an  acrid  fliarpnefs  in  this  Plant,  that 
fpeaks  againft  its  ufe ;  though  otherwife  ?tis  like 
the  reft  of  its  kind. 

5.  SENECIO  S  ARR  ACENICU8, 
SARRACENS  CONSOUND, 
Plate  15.  Fig.  3. 

'  'i#-"  »  -  *  '  M 

The  Leaves  are  oblong*  broad,  and  ferrated. 

This  is  a  robuft,  confpicuous  Plant,  common 
in  the  meadows  of  Yorkfhire  and  of  Wiltfhirej 
but  elfewhere  fcarce  ;  a  Perennial,  that  propa? 
gates  abundantly  by  its  fpreading  Roots. 

The  Stalk  is  four  foqt  high,  green,  tough,  and 
ipreading  at  the  top. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  fine  frefh  green,  fmooth, 
bright,  and  gloffy. 

The  Flowers  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

•  •  **  ~x 

i  £  r  .  r  ■»  *  w  .  v 

Wonders  are  related  qf  the  virtues  of  this 

,  .  '  I  '  *  V  .1.-  ■  • 

V 

Herb  againft  hurts  and  bruifes:  and  it  is  a  great 
ingredient  in  the  Swifs  Arquebufade  Water.  It 
is  balfamic  and  diuretic. 

-  •  •  *  '  .4 
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Marik  Me  ah  ane 
or  Bird  s  tongue 
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Many  receipts  have  been  ipoken  of  for  the 

making  this  famous  Water ;  and  great  fecrets 

♦ 

are  made  of  fome  of  them.  The  beft  I  have 
feen  is  that  which  follows  :  I  obtained  it,  by 
purchafe,  from  one  whom  I  believe  to  be  a 
perfon  of  veracity  and  knowledge ;  and  am  hap¬ 
py  in  this  opportunity  of  giving  it  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  ;  becaufe  every  one  who  has  an  Alembic, 

may  now  make  it  with  the  greateft  eafe. 

-  • '  *  «  ... 

Take  Leaves  of  Angelica  half  a  pound.  Bugle, 
Scabious,  Comfry,  Spear-mint,  Roman  Worm¬ 
wood,  of  each  fix  ounces  ;  Germander,  Rue, 
Speedwell,  and  Common  Daify,  each  a  quarter 
of  a  pound;  Roots  of  Butterburr,  and  Tops  of 
St.  John’s  Wort,  of  each  three  ounces ;  Leaves 
of  Saracens  Confound,  ten  ounces. 

Gather  all  thefe  frefh,  and  hang  them  up 

three  days  in  an  airy  place ;  then  clip  them 

■ 

fmall,  and  put  them  into  the  Alembic,  with 
two  gallons  of  Molafles  Spirit :  let  them,  ftand 
'  -  -  '  C  4  two 
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two  days ;  and  then  add  three  gallons  of  water* 

off  one  gallon  and  a  half ;  add  to  it  one 

*  > 

gallon  of  fpring  water,  and  half  a  pound  of  the 
fineft  fugar.  Let  it  /land  four  days,  and  then 
filter  it  through  paper,  and  ppt  it  up  for  ufjb. 

They  are  particular  in  ufing  only  the  wild 
Saracens  Confound ;  for  they  fay  when  raifed  in 
gardens,  it  gets  an  ill  quality.  There  appears  to 

be  no  certainty  in  this  account ;  but  they 

.•  * 

affirm  it  pofitively  :  and  fuch  notices  fhould  al- 
ways  be  regarded. 

•  i  A  *  •  , 

*  ^  '  I 

6.  SENECIO  ERUCiEFQLIUS. 

HOARY  GROUNDSEL  L. 

*  •  --  •*  .  /& 

Plate  1 6.  Fig.  i. 

The  Leaves  are  hoary  -9  and  the  Rays  of  the 

.  #  * 

Flower  fpread  flat. 

i  .  i  ,  *  •  .  A 


This  is  a  woodfide  Plant ;  a  Perennial  that 
loves  fhade,  and  flourifhes  belt  where  there  ig  a 
little  rnoifture. 

1  v 

*  The  Stalk  is  upright,  and  a  yard  high,  of  a 
dead  green,  and  furnifhed  with  many  Branches, 

The* 
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The  Leaves  are  of  a  pale  green*  and  fome« 
what  hoary. 

The  Flowers  are  large*  handfome,  and  of  a 
light  yellow. 

They  blow  in  July  and  Auguft. 

u'  % 

* 

Its  virtues  feem  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the 
others  of  its  kind ;  for  the  tafte,  fmell,  and  all 
its  fenfible  qualities  referable  them  :  and  ’tis  faid 
that  a  ftrong  infufionof  it  is  an  excellent  Gargle 
in  &  fore  throat ;  ipitting  it  out. 

7.  SENECIO  PALUDOSUS. 

/ 

MARSH  GROUNDSELL. 

i 

,  %  4  ** 

Plate  16.  Fig.  2. 

The  Leaves  are  long,  narrow,  delicately  fer- 
rated,  and  downy  underneath. 

This  is  a  very  handfome  Plant  found  in  our 
marfhes,  upon  rotten  boggy  ground,  and  almoft 
in  water  5  a  Perennial  of  upright  regular 

The  Stalk  is  brown*  firm,  and  near  a  yard 
high,  and  it  has  few  or  no  branches* 

t  &  >  »-  * 
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The  Leaves  are  beautifully  ferrated,  and  are 
of  a  bright  light  green  above,  and  hoary  below. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  very  fine  bright  yellow. 

They  blow  in  Auguft. 

In  the  ifle  of  Ely,  where  this  Plant  is  common, 
they  boil  the  Leaves  in  Hog’s  Lard,  and  make 
of  them  an  ointment,  which  does  good  in  the 
Sciatica.  The  virtues  are  very  much  fpoken  of  $ 
and  the  thing  is  eafy  to  be  made  ;  the  Leaves  are 
to  be  frefh  gathered,  and  chopped  fmall,  they 
are  then  to  be  put  into  as  much  Lard  as  will  melt 
eafily  with  them  ;  and  when  they  are  boiled  till 
they  are  crifp,  the  Lard  is  to  be  preffed  off  $ 
and  when  cold,^put  by  for  ufe. 


HERBS 

Which  have  a  tubulated  Flower,  grow¬ 
ing  in  a  Cup  confifting  of  only  one 
row  of  Scales* 


If  we  pull  off  the  Rays  from  any  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Flowers,  we  ihall  fee  what  is  called 

by 
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Agrimony.  Hemp  Alimony. 


JP<z  $4 

/ 

\ 


[  85  3 

by  Botanifts,  a  tubulated  Flower.  Thofe  con* 
fill  of  a  difk  or  central  part,  furrounded  with 

Rays :  thefe  of  the  central  part  only  :  they  have 

'  *  * 

no  Rays. 

*’  .  4  k  1  ’  , 

% 

I. 

B  I  D  E  N  S. 

HEMP  AGRIMONY. 

The  Cup  is  broad,  and  cylindric,  and  its 

\ 

Scales  are  hollow. 

The  Reader  will  remember  the  term  Bidens ; 

.  '  „  J  •  ■'  s  '  ' 

we  had  it  in  the  former  number  at  page  1 5.  But 
there  are  plants  of  this  name  which  have  no 
Rays  to  their  Flower ;  and  every  herb  muft 
ftand  in  its  juft  place  here.  There  is  no  way 
elfe  of  knowing  them  diftin&ly. 

j.  BIDENS  TRIPARTITA. 

TRIFID  HEMP  AGRIMONY. 
Plate  17.  Ffg.  1. 

The  Leaves  are  cut  into  three  parts.  v 

This 
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This  is  a  coarfe  ill  growing  water  Plant,  bran~ 
chy  and  robuft ;  an  Annual  of  no  beauty. 

The  Stalk  is  brown,  upright,  thick,  and  near 
a  yard  high. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  dufky  brownifh  green. 

The  Flowers  are  yellow,  and  they  blow  in 
Augufl. 

The  Seeds  are  oblong  and  light,  and  have  three 
points,  by  which  they  flick  to  the  cloaths  of  thofe 

i 

who  pafs  haftily  by  them. 

They  fluck  to  Mr.  Baker’s,  the  premier  Phi*, 
lofopher  of  the  Royal  Society ;  and  they  will 
long  flick  to  his  name,  and  theirs  :  he  thought 
them  living  creatures,  and  they  are  defcribed  and 
figured  as  fuch  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions  5  under  the  name  of  Unknown  Animals* 

The  Leaves  of  this  Plant  have  the  lingular 
frnell  and  tafle  of  the  radiated  Bidens  of  Ireland ; 
but  in  a  greater  degree.  ’Tis  probable  its  qua¬ 
lities  are  of  the  fame  kind  :  but  ’tis  that  plant, 
not  this,  that  fhould  be  fij*fl  tried  in  cafes  of  the 
gravel. 

2*  BIDENS 


r 
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2.  B  I  D  E  N  S  CERNUA, 
UNDIVIDED  HEMP  AGRIMONY. 

Plate  17.  Fig.  2. 

The  Leaves  are  lanced  and  dented,  and  they 
grow  together  at  the  bafe. 

This  is  an  Annual,  native  of  our  ditches  and 
wet  grounds ;  a  bufhy,  coarfe,  robuft  Plant. 

The  Stalk  is  two  foot  and  a  half  high,  of  a 
deep  green,  tinged  with  a  ruddy  brown,  and 
full  of  branches. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  flrong  fliining  green,  and 
fmooth ;  but  towards  Autumn  they  commonly 
get  a  ruddy  brown  hue  alfo. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  dull  unpleafing  yellow ; 
they  hang  down ;  but  the  feeds  which  follow 
them,  rife  upright. 

They  blow  in  Auguft,  and  the  feed  ripens  in 
September. 

The 
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The  tafte  and  fmell  declare  the  fame  qualities’ 
in  this,  as  the  preceding  but  it  is  ftill  lefs  to  be 
recommended  for  trial,  than  the  Irifh  kind. 

3.  BIDE  NS  MINIMA. 

DWARF  HEMP  AGRIMONY. 
Plate  17.  Fig.  3. 

The  Leaves  are  lanced,  and  undivided  at  the 
edges ;  and  they  {land  free  of  one  another  at  the 
bafe. 

This  is  a  little  Annual,  native  of  our  damp 
places,  and  where  water  has  flood  in  winter  a 
plant  of  no  beauty ;  eafily  overlooked,  and  that 
has  been  overlooked,  even  by  great  writers  i 
The  Stalk  is  Ample,  iipright,  without  any 
branches ;  and  grows  but  to  five  or  fix  inches 
high.  Its  colour  is  a  reddifh  brown. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  pale  green,  and  waved 

a 

*at  the  edges. 

The  Flowers  are  yellow,  and  they  Hand  up¬ 
right,  not  drooping  as  the  others. 

i  *  A\ 

They  blow  in  Augufl. 


Linnseus 


JPl/8: 


e/ctfiuxr 

Bntterbar 
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Linnseus  did  not  allow  the  exigence  of  this 
plant  as  a  diftindt  Species,  in  the  former  editions 
of  his  Species  Plantarum  :  I  had  fome  reafon- 
iilg  with  his  Pupils  here  about  it :  but  he,  to  his 
everlafting  honour,  is  open  to  convidtion.  In 
the  new  edition  of  that  valuable  book,  he  has 
allowed  it  a  place,  as  I  had  done  in  the  fecond 

volume  of  the  Vegetable  Syftem. 

*  ■  ..  ■  ■* 

This  has  fcarce  any  thing  of  the  peculiar 
fmell  and  tafte  of  the  others. 


PETASITESo 

•  w  j  «■ 

BUTTERBUR  R. 

The  Cup  is  oval,  and  its  Scales  are  flat. 


i.  PET  A* 
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,  i.  PET  A  SITES  OVATUS.- 

COMMON  BUTTERBURR. 

The  head  of  flowers  is  oVal  arid  compadh 

This  is  a  perennial,  Ipreading  plants  common 
in  wet  grounds  and  low  meadows  ;  and  has  the 
ftrange  property  of  Tending  up  its  flowers  at  a 
different  feafon  from  its  leaves ;  very  long  before 
them  i  as  the  Coltsfoot  alfo  does.  Many  an 
eye  is  familiar  with  its  vafl:  leaves,  that  never 
knew  the  ruddy  tuft  of  flowers  belongs  to  the 
feme  plant. 

The  Flower-ftalk  appeafs  early,  and  grows 
to  eight  inches  high,  thick,  tender,  juicy;  and 
hung  about  with  a  multitude  of  Ikinny  films,  of 
a  pale  flefh  colour. 

The  Leaves  come  afterwards,  arid  grow  to  a 
vafl:  fize ;  they  are  roundifh,  of  a  pale  green, 
with  thick  white  veins,  and  often  are  a  foot  and 
a  half  in  diameter. 

’  -  .  '  3  •  The 
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The  Flowers  are  of  a  pale  flefh  colour. 

They  blow  in  April,  and  fade  before  the 

i  , 

Leaves  arrive  at  any  great  fize. 

The  Root  is  whitifh,  thick,  tender,  juicy, 

and  fpreads  about  under  the  furface  to  a  great 

° 

extent. 

’Tis  one  of  thofe  innumerable  inftances  that 

the  Providence  of  God,  ever  attentive  to  the 

\ 

good  of  man,  has  placed  thofe  things  about 
us  in  great  plenty,  which  can  be  of  great  ufe. 

This  is  an  admirable  medicine  in  fevers  of 

.*■  i 

( 

every  kind  :  taken  early  it  prevents  the  mif- 
chiefs  that  often  rife  naturally  in  thofe  difeafes  ; 

1 

and  oftener  from  the  errors  of  phyficians. 

We  may  remember  that,  in  a  fever  which 
raged  near  twenty  years  ago,  and  proved  very 
fatal;  the  phyfician  ufually  afked  at  his  firft 
vifit,  if  the  patient  had  been  blooded;  and  if  he 
was  anfvvered  Yes,  he  would  tell  the  relations 
there  was  little  hope. 

N°  II, 
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Bleeding  indeed  was  fatal  in  thefe  cafes ;  and 
I  am  afraid  the  medicines  ufually  given  in  the 
firft  attacks  of  all  fevers,  had  proved  not  lefs 
fatal.  The  difeafe  was  of  the  putrid  kind  :  the 
fame  fever  raged  at  the  fame  time  in  Germany  : 
and  while  we  died  by  bleeding,  and  by  chemical 

medicines ;  they  lived  by  Butterburr. 

*  ■ 

We  are  threatened  with  a  heavier  vilitation 

» 

now  ;  our  crimes  call  it  from  Heaven  !  the  AU 
mighty  pardon  us !  and  preferve  us  from  it !  but 
if  that  greateft  of  all  calamities  fhould  come, 
there  are  few  things  from  which  we  may  expedl 
fo  great  relief,  as  from  this  herb.  This  is  no 
new  thought,  or  hafty  obfervation.  The  Greeks 
ufed  it  with  the  greateft  fuccefs ;  and  it  were 
happy  if  their  practice  were  more  followed :  and 
the  very  name  of  the  plant  among  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  is  Peftilence  Wort. 

Whether  for  common  fevers,  or  for  this ;  for 
putrid  fevers,  or  for  what  is  called  the  fore¬ 
throat,  with  ulcers ;  which  ulcers  are  indeed  only 
one  fymptom  of  a  putrid  fever,  however  other- 
'  f  •  wife 
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wife  the  matter  has  been  fpoken  of ;  the  method 
of  ufmg  the  Butterburr,  is  this. 

Lay  open  the  earth  about  the  root ;  and  it  will 
.be  found  to  confift  of  an  oval  body,  fending-  out 
long,  thick  fibres  :  throw  away  the  fibres,  and 
cut  the  oval  body  of  the  root  through,  to  fee  if  it 
be  found.  ’Tis  of  a  whitifh  colour ;  of  a  pleafant, 
fragrant,  fpicy  fmell;  and  a  warm  aromatic  bitter 
tafte  :  foft  and  tender  to  the  touch  ;  and  juicy. 

Wadi  off  the  dirt  from  this ;  and  dice  thin 
an  ounce  of  it :  fet  on  fame  foft  water  to  boil : 
put  the  roots  into  a  new  earthen  pipkin ;  and  pour 
upon  them  a  quart  of  the  water,  boiling  hot.  Let 
this  ftand  till  it  is  quite  cold,  no  longer :  then 
pour  it  clear  off*;  add  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of 
•  mountain  wine,  and  a  little  fine  fugar.  Let 
about  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  this  be  taken  once  in 
four  hours  :  the  fpirits  will  be  raifed the  hor¬ 
rid  anguifh  that  attends  thefe  fevers,  and  an- 

# 

nounces  their  danger,  will  be  foon  removed  ;  a 
kindly  gentle  fvveat,  not  violent,  will  follow  ; 

D  2  every 
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every  bad  fymptom  will  difappear  :  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  recover. 

If  in  the  worfl  of  cafes,  a  boil  fhould  appear 
under  the  arms,  or  elfewhere,  be  allured  that  on 
its  coming  to  ripenefs,  depends  the  hope  of  lifej 
and  to  promote  that, ufe  the  fame  root  externally. 

"  j  v 

Make  a  common  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  $ 
and  to  half  a  pint  bafin  of  this,  add  a  quarter  of 
a  pound  of  Butterburr  root,  bruifed,  but  not 
boiled ;  add  alfo  a  little  fallad  oil ;  and  apply 
this  carefully  :  keep  it  warm  by  many  doubled 
cloths ;  and  renew  it  often. 

The  patient  will  thus  have  all  the  chance  of 
life,  the  nature  of  the  cafe  admits. 

Will  you  have  more  authority  ?  receive  it : 
for  confidence  in  truth  is  half  a  cure.  Diofco- 
rides,  the  Father  of  Botanic  Medicine,  recom¬ 
mends  Butterburr  plainly  enough  for  this  out¬ 
ward  ufe  :  and  we  fhould  probably  have  read 
with  him  its  praifes  alfo  internally,  if  all  flood 
J  right  in  the  copies ;  but  (to  our  irreparable  in- 

.  iury) 
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jury)  that  confufion  of  names,  which  I  have  la¬ 
boured  fo  much  here  to  get  men  to  avoid  ;  took 
place  even  fo  early.  This  plant  and  Colocafia, 
an  herb  as  different,  as  difference  there  could  be, 
excepting  only  in  the  form  and  outline  of  the 
leaf,  were  confounded  in  one  name  of  Petafites. 

Theophraftus,  the  Parent  of  Botanic  know¬ 
ledge  ,  called  the  Butterburr  Petafites,  becaufe 
its  leaf  refembled  the  round  hat  of  the  antient 
Theffalians  ;  which  they  called  Petafis  ;  and  in 
the  time  from  him  to  Diofcorides,  the  iEgyp- 
tian  Colocafian  Water  Lilly,  having  a  round 
leaf  alfo,  obtained  alfo  the  fame  name. 

As  both  plants  grew  in  watery  places,  the 
confufion  became  more  fixed  :  but  ftill,  when 
fudorific  virtue  is  attributed  to  Colocafia,  I  think 
that  all  the  praife  belongs  to  Butterburr.  Galen 
has  fignified  his  opinion  plainly,  by  placing  it 
according  to  his  method  among  fimple  medi¬ 
cines,  warm  in  the  third  degree. 

»  .  < 

The  excellent  Fuchfius  is  mofl  exprefs;  and 

D  3  records 
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records  its  virtues  as  wonderful  *  in  Peftilential 
fevers  :  and  this  he  fpeaks  not  from  tradition  $ 
but  his  own  experience.  Shall  we  go  on  ? — -But 
V/ere  it  needful  to  prove  the  Sun  gives  light ;  ’tis 
fcarce  lefs  certain,  or  lefs  obvious,  that  this  root, 
beyond  all  things  elfe, cures  Peftilential  Fevers. 

2.  PETASITES  EL  ATI  OR. 

TALL  BUTTERBUR  R, 

Plate  iS.  Fig.  2. 

The  duller  of  Flowers  is  long*  and  they 
ft  and  loofe. 

This  like  the  former,  grows  in  our  wet 
grounds,  and  has  all  the  particularities  of  its 
appearance :  ftis.a  Perennial  that  fends  up  its  loofe 
flowers  in  Spring  ;  its  leaves  long  after  them. 

The  Stalk  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  thumb,  of  3 
pale  fiefti  colour,  and  leaflefs ;  only  fome  thin 
films  hang  about  it  as  in  the  preceding. 

The  Leaves  are  of  an  enormous  magnitude, 

*  Experimento  com  probation  eft  radicem  Petalkidis 
mirifice  ccnfcrre  peflilentialibus  fcbribus, 

rugged 
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rugged  on  the  furface,  and  of  a  pale  green  co¬ 
lour,  with  whitifh  ribs. 

The  Flowers  are  whitifh,  with  a  faint  dafli 
of  flefh  colour. 

They  b!owr  in  March. 

The  Root  of  this  has  the  tafte  and  flavour 
of  the  former  kind  ;  but  with  more  bitternefs. 
Its  qualities  are  nearly  the  fame ;  but  the  other 
is  to  be  preferred.  However  the  two  herbs  have 
been  ufed  indifcriminately :  and  this  is  in  many 
places  the  more  common.  In  a  meadow  near  the 
late  Sir  William  Bowyer’s,  at  Denham,  there 
grows  a  great  quantity. 
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With  a  tubulated  Flower,  growing  in  a 
Cup  ccmpofed  of  many  rows  of 
Scales. 


I.  / 

TANACETUM. 

T  A  N  Z  Y. 

The  Cup  is  an  half  oval.  Its  Scales  ftand  up- 

*  *  *  , 
right,  and  are  placed  clofe,  and  compact  j  and 

they. are  thin  and  fharp  pointed, 
i.  TANACETUM  VULGARE. 
COMMON  T  A  N  Z  Y. 

Plate  19. 

The  Leaves  are  winged  5  and  the  fmall  leaves 
are  deeply  cut  in. 

This  Herb  is  not  only  common  in  our  gar¬ 
dens  ;  but  wild  on  the  high  grounds,  and  dry 

paftures 


paftures,  in  Durham j  and  fome  other  parts  of 
England.  ’Tis  a  Perennial*  and  a  well  looking 
Plant. 

The  Stalk  is  upright,  branchy,  of  a  light 
green,  and  a  yard  high. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  bright,  and  pleafing  green, 
and  of  a  very  fragrant  fniell :  it  is  not  coarfe 

as  that  of  the  Tanzy  common  in  our  gardens, 

> 

but  a  plealing  aromatic. 

The  Flowers  are  large,  and  of  a  bright 
yellow. 

They  blow  in  July  and  Auguft. 

i  '  *  , 

Notwithftanding  that  the  Tanzy  of  our  gar¬ 
dens,  is  originally  the  fame  plant  v/ith  this; 
they  differ  widely  in  their  tafte  and  flavour  and 
in  this  we  fee  the  Swifs  opinion  of  the  Saracens 
Confound  in  fome  degree  fupported :  ’tis  cer¬ 
tain,  they  will  not  ufe  that  plant  when  it  has 
grown  in  a  garden.  This  Tanzy  is  a  very  plea- 
fant  herb,  and  worth  our  notice,  with  pre¬ 
ference,  where  it  is  to  be  had  :  but  where  it  is 
not,  the  other  may  be  taken  in  its  place. 
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It  is  an  agreeable  bitter ;  a  carminative,  and  a 

deftroyer  of  worms  :  and  ’tis  in  this  laft  capacity 

that  it  is  principally  to  be  regarded, 

/ 

No  complaint  is  fo  frequent ;  and  few  bring 
on  fo  much  mifchief :  befide  the  more  common 
and  obvious  diforders  which  they  occafion ;  a 
wafting,  even  to  death,  and  Putrid  Fevers  fome- 
times  accompany,  and  indeed  arife  from  them : 
and  oftener  than  is  thought,  they  are  the  caufe 
of  Epiledtic  Fits,  The  medicines  given  againft: 
them  are  for  the  moft  part  ineffe&ual ;  and 
many  of  them  mifchievous.  Hellebore  has 
brought  on  Convulfions  and  every  one  knows 
the  danger  of  Mercurials. 

Beftdes  the  greater  mifchiefs  of  thefe  latter 
medicines,  ’tis  fit  the  world  fhould  be  reminded 
that  half  the  defective  teeth  in  our  young  peo¬ 
ple,  are  owing  to  Mercurials  given  when  chil¬ 
dren. 

•~\  mH  '  ft  / 

To  fuperfede  thefe,  Nature  has  afforded  us 

5  this 
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this  herb  in  plenty  :  and  Tragus,  Hoffman,  Et~ 
rnuller,  and  Andry;  names,  one  of  which  were 
fufficient  in  this  cafe,  join  in  the  account  of  its 
thus  deftroying  worms.  But  that  is  not  all;  they 
agree  in  its  innocence  and  fafety :  and  in  this  far** 
ther  praife ;  that  by  ftrengthening  the  ftomach, 
and  preventing  the  production  of  flimy  humours 
in  the  bowels  which  gives  thefe  creatures  har-* 
hour  and  fupport,  it  hinders  alfo  their  return. 

The  Flowers  are  the  part  to  be  ufed,  and  they 
fliould  be  given  in  powder :  but  there  requires 
care  in  the  collecting  them  to  obtain  all  their 
virtue.  Clip  off  a  quantity  of  Tanzy  flowers 
clofe  to  the  ftalk,  before  they  are  over  blown  : 
do  this  in  the  middle  of  a  dry  day  ;  and  fpread 
them  on  the  bottom  of  a  hair  fleve  turned  upfide 
down  ;  fhake  them  often  about,  and  let  the  wind 
blow  thro’  them  ;  but  keep  them  from  the  fun. 
When  they  are  perfectly  dry  let  them  be  pow¬ 
dered  ;  and  of  this  powder  give  fix,  eight,  ten, 
or  twelve  grains  at  night ;  and  again  early  in 
the  morning. 

XL 
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C  O  N  Y  Z  A. 

% 

» .  .  c  ^ 

PLOWMAN’S  SPIKENARD. 

The  Cup  is  oblong  and  rugged ;  the  Scales 
of  it  are  fharp  pointed ;  and  they  fland  wide, 
and  bend  out. 

\  .  i  .  £  *  ■-* 

\  v 

i.  CONYZA  S  QJJ  A  R  R  O  S  A. 

nl-.-.i  -  .  .  '  • 

PLOWMAN’S  SPIKENARD. 

J  ■’ 

>  "  .  ;  .  , ,  L  $ 

«*  »  * 

I  Plate  20*  j 

The  Leaves  are  broad  lanced. 

This  is  a  Biennial;  a  coarfe,  and  but  ill-look- 

«i .  ■  ;  x1  >  '  ’•*  *■  *  J* 

ing  plant :  we  fee  it  by  road  fides,  and  in  wafte 
places,  upon  high  and  dry  grounds;  but  not  very 
common. 

The  Stalk  rifes  to  two  foot  and  a  half  high; 
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riowmans  Spikenard 
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and  is  of  a  ruddy  brown  ;  brittle,  dry,  and 
branchy  toward  the  top. 

The  Leaves  are  rugged  on  the  furface,  of  a 
coarfe  dead  green,  and  a  little  dented  about 
the  edges. 

The  Flowers  are  of  a  dull  yellow,  and  {land 
in  a  clofe  tuft,  at  the  tops  on  the  ftalks. 

They  blow  in  Auguft. 

The  Leaves,  when  bruifed,fend  forth  a  quick, 
and  aromatic  fcent:  and  to  the  tafte  they  are  bit- 
terifh,  with  fome  fharpnefs. 

Such  tafte  and  flavour  cannot  but  befpeak  fome 
medicinal  qualities ;  nor  do  the  accounts  which 
authors  have  given  of  its  virtues,  contradidl  them: 
but  they  fhould  be  more  afcertained.  The  old 
Tragus,  (commonly  very  faithful)  recommends  it 
to  promote  the  menfes :  and  indeed  an  innocent 
medicine  of  that  kind  is  fo  defirable  ;  and  the 
obvious  qualities  of  this  plant  are  fo  promifing, 
that  I  fhould  recommend  a  very  weak  tea  of  it 
for  careful  trial.  This  might  be  watched  with 


atten- 
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attention  in  its  effects ;  and  made  ftronger  when 
it  is  found  that  might  be  borne. 

The  caution  is  needful ;  for  Cordus,  a  care¬ 
ful  obferver,  fays  the  herb  is  fo  acrid  and  hot  as 
to  make  the  mouth  fore. 

Some  ftrength  is  required  in  fuch  a  medicine ; 
and  perhaps  this  has  it.  Where  there  is  great 
efficacy,  as  in  fteel  medicines,  there  is  alfo  great 
power  of  mifchief :  and  we  fhould  wifh  to  have 
many  different  things,  to  fuperfede  their  ufe. 

Diofcorides  gives  great  praife  to  Baccharis  j 
attributing  to  it  warm  and  attenuating  qualities. 
It  would  be  worth  a  very  careful  attention  if  it 
were  poffible  we  could  by  any  means  be  fure 
this  was  the  Baccharis  he  meant:  but  unhappily 
there  is  here  that  great  confufion  before  lament¬ 
ed  about  the  names  of  fome  of  the  plants,  of 
which  he  had  experience. 

X  » 

We  have  been  falling  into  the  fame  mifchief 


now  $ 
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now  ;  and  all  knowledge  has  been  fading  before 
it.  I  hope  this  publication  may  have  its  ufe  in 
flopping  the  progrefs  of  a  cudom,  which  mud 
in  time  deftroy  every  attempt  to  help  mankind, 
by  the  mod  innocent  medicines.  The  greated 
forrow  is  that  the  mod  refpedted  names  have 
given  too  much  countenance  to  this  pra&ice. 
Linnaeus,  worthy  of  all  praife,  yet  not  without 
his  faults,  has  of  late  given  the  names  of 
Diofcorides’s  plants,  to  new  kinds  found  only 
in  America.  If  fuch  a  method  be  not  dopped* 
good  night  to  all. 

III. 

♦  -  **  „ 

EUPATORIUM. 

DUTCH  AGRIMONY. 

The  Cup  is  conic,  its  Scales  are  lanced,  they  are 
unequal  in  fize,  and  they  (land  flrait  upright. 

i.  EUPATORIUM  CANNABINUM. 

COMMON  DUTCH  AGRIMONY. 
The  Leaves  are  fingered. 


This 
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This  is  a  Perennial  water-plant,  a  tall,  fpeci- 
ous,  and  very  handfome  one,  that  edges  our 
brooks  and  rivulets,  in  moil  places. 

The  Stalk  is  red,  and  grows  to  four  foot  high, 
upright  and  branchy. 

The  Leaves  are  of  a  bright  and  lively  green, 
foft  to  the  touch,  and  difpofed  with  a  handfome 
regularity. 

The  Flowers  are  fmall,  but  innumerable  ; 
they  are  crowded  together  in  a  compadt  head, 
and  are  of  a  beautiful  rofe-colour. 

They  blow  in  Auguft. 

>  x  *  *  • 

The  Root  is  of  an  acrid,  bitter,  and  unpleafant 
tafte :  and  it  will  purge.  But  it  operates  rough¬ 
ly,  vomiting  as  well  as  purging :  fo  that  we 
have  many  better. 

It  has  however  been  recommended  in  Drop- 
fies,  and  the  Jaundice.  Externally,  it  has  in¬ 
deed  its  ufe  :  I  have  feen  very  bad  fore  legs 

cured  by  bathing  and  fomenting  them  with  a 

%  **  \ 

clecodtion  of  this  Plant, 
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